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biggest surprise until the very end. 
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ed to be the 


Last year, Vauxhall unveiled a car called Caliby Yer ( wei 
libra beat all-comers (in 
Mercedes) to win the Autocar & Motor Design 


Those present ~ the press at previews and 


at the major European motor shows ~ coul 


: (One Judes! even’ g 
been less prepared for what they saw Judge even going so far a 


me, 1989 may well be seen as 


the year when Vauxhall redefined the sports coupé”) 
Technical innovation was supposed to be a Bavarian 


nishing 


speciality. Yet here was a Vauxhall with the 
Co figure of 0.26, making it the most aerodynamic 
production car in the world 

And, as a result, giving it better driving, stability, 
reduced fuel consumption and lower noise levels 

alibra had its UK launch on June 10th 

A fully emission-controlled engine, including 


electronic management and catalytic converter, is 


and 16 valve models, 


standard on both § 


The finer points of performance and specification 
(finer being the operative word) should be left to 
our dealers, 

They've already given Calibra pride of place in their 
showrooms, And while they're telling youabout it, takea 
close look at the finest fourseater coupé of the nineties. 

It’s going to make an awful lot of cars look, well, 


just a bit tightics 


VAUXHALL 


Once driven, forever smitten. 


CALL THE 


fj 


Treat Yourself to this remarkable 


MINIATURE FM RADIO RECEIVER 


Only £7.99 incl. VAT (plus post & 

Is packing) 
or FREE when you subscribe to Prix Editions (see page 80) 
For post and packing please add: 


UK—50p Euope—75p 
Rest of World — £1 00 fairmai 


Order your 


PRIX FILE 
now 


For just £4.99 incl. VAT (plus post & packing), 
you can now store your magazines in our new 
Prix File, giving you quick and easy access to 
each issue. 


For post and packing please add 


Call 081-540 9288 to order by credit card or write to: 


Prix Editions, First Frost Ltd 
Lyon Road, Wimbledon SW19 2SE 
England. 


UK—E1.55 Europe — £2.70 
Rest of World. 


£5.00 airmail), £2.70 surface). 


Please make cheques/postal orders 
payable to: First Frost Ltd. 


Managing Editor 
‘Stuart Sykes (Adelaide) 


‘Commercial Director 
Geoff Wootton (London) 


Deputy Editor 
Timothy Collings (London) 


Art and Design 
Emma Angas (Adelaide) 


Production 
Jerry Miners (London) 


Editor's Ausistant 
‘Claire Clarke (Adelaide) 


Director of Advertising, 
UK: Nigel Bellwood 
(081) 0.2396 


Advertising Co-ordinator 
‘Australia; Angela Denton 
(08) 373 0500 


Marketing Consultants 
Young Resources, Adelaide 
(08) 232 1819 


Subscriptions Managers 
UKs Teresa Doh 

OH) 540.2196 
Australia: Marnie Lewls 
(08)373 0500 

USA: Eric Wailer Associates 
360 Springfield Avenue 

PO Box 188, Nerkeley Hey 


NJ 07922 USA 

(600) 272 2670 

Publishers 

UK. First Prost Lis, 

Lyon Road, Windsor Avenue 
Wimbledon SW19 25K 

(Os) 540 2396 

‘Auntratia: First Frost Ply. Lid 
102 Greenhill Road 

Unley SA 5061 

(08) 373.0500 

Distributors 

U.K: MMC. Woking 
Australia: Gordon é Gotch, Sydney 


Principal Photographers 
Steven Tee, LAT: Pascal Ronde, 
‘Allsport; Dominique Leroy 


Colour separations by Litho: 
‘Matemakers, Adelaide 

Printed inthe UK. by Passmore 
International, Maidstone 


10 


14 


24 


42 


46 


52 


POLE POSITION 
KEEPING TRACK 


ON THE OTHER HAND 
Maurice Hamilton on the 
subject of Fl contracts - not 
worth the dollar bills they're 
written on? 


PORTUGUESE 

GRAND PRIX 

David Tremayne on the best 
race of the season - nearly 


‘SPANISH GRAND PRIX 
Make or break for Prost, 


STRAIGHT LINES 
The Derek Warwick column 


NO TO FERRARI: 
ALESSANDRO NANNINI 
Derick Allsop finds out how 
Sandro had the nerve 


TB TALKING 
F1's most famous Be 
weighs up the late season 


prospects 


THE OTHER BELGIAN: 
BERTRAND GACHOT 

Dan Knutson talks to a young 
man still looking for his place 
in Formula 1 


THE SERIOUS SIDE OF 
IVAN CAPELLI 

The pit lane's joker has been 
short of laughs recently. Tim 
Collings talks to a man at the 
turning point 


WORKS OUTING: THE 
LEYTON HOUSE FACTORY 
Dan Knutson 


62 


70 


79 


500 TIMES BUT NEVER 
QUITE THIS WAY! 

Adelaide - showing the world 
how to Grand Prix! 


MADE IN ENGLAND: THE 
FERRARI-GTO STORY 
Maranello's cars are 
legendary - but these days 
they speak with an English 
accent. Norman Howell 
explains why 


F1: 1978 -1988 

From its first victory at Dijon 
in 1979, the turbo-charged 
‘engine was to dominate Fl 
for a decade. The concluding 
part of David Phipps’ Grand. 
Prix history charts its 


progress 
DRAWING BOARD 
Secrets of the McLaren 
MP4/5 revealed 
FORMULA FUN 
PITFALLS 


GAULD MINE! 

This month Graham looks 
back on one of the earliest Fi 
entreprenours 


‘THE LAST WORD! 


Cover Photograph: Allsport/Pascal Rondeau 


David's Car 


Already used by many leading car makers 
and thousands of professionals worldwide, 
more and more discerning motorists are. 
discovering that Autoglym Silicone Resin Polish 
1s. quite simply. the best 


The smile says it all! 
‘The sheer pride of David Williams in his VI2°E 
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mirror like lustre ~ and the chances are he 
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Enter this simple quiz and WIN! 


1, How many Japanese GPs (including this 
one) have there been? > 
Who won the second Japanese GP at Fuji? 
. In what year was Autoglym founded? 

. What does the word ‘glym’ mean? 
Victory in the inaugural Australian GP was 
the last for this driver. Who? 
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address and telephone number to’ 
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The Editor's Page 


nee upon a time there were 

twoyoung men. Borninthe 

same year, 1964, they had a 

great many other things in 
common. For one thing, they both 
spoke with a strange accent, even 
though they came from countries far 
apart. They shared a common ambi 
tion, too: each wanted to be a famous 
racing driver. 

And so they did, tothe point where 
they ended up working together for 
the same racing team in a Formula 
called 3000, And great was the suc- 
cess of it, for each of these young men 
was exceedingly gifted, and the team 
they drove for had the best equip: 
ment, the best manager, and one of 
the best sponsors. 

And the coincidences continued 
for they both graduated to Formula 1 
not only in the same year, but in the 
very samerace: the French Grand Prix 
of 1989, One of them was lucky, forhe 
knew the circuit, and the team he 
drove for - Tyrrell - was enjoying 
something of a resurgence; the other 
was less fortunate, for the team he 
drove for Arrows - was in the midst 
of another difficult season. 

The first one became an overnight 

s, running as high as second at 
one point, and finishing fourth in hi 
firstGrand Prix, Thesecond onefound 
life harder at the top, but stuck to his 
task, made no fuss whatsoever and 
did the job to the best of his consid 
erable ability 

The first one stayed in Formula 1, 
returning occasionally to F3000, just 
often enough to become champion in 
that category; the other played a wait 
ing game, content to be a test driver 
first ofall, Butboth signed up for their 
first full season in Formula 1 at the 
start of a brand new decade. 

Justo keep thecoincidences going, 
both were now partofa famous British 
racing team. The second one might 
have felt the gods were with him, for 
his team - Lotus - had continuing 
sponsorship from the brightly-col 
‘oured Camel, a new 12-cylinder en: 
gine from Italian specialist 
Lamborghini, andanall-British driver 
partnership of experience, no little 


charm, and great potential. 

Life, for the other one, might have 
been something of an unknown 
quantity: his team ~ Tyrrell - was in 
the midst of a renaissance, that is true 
but with that came all the uncertain 
ties associated with new personnel 
anold engine, and a partnership with 
an Oriental driver not known for his 
powers of communication. 

And yet it was this one who pros 
pered: even to the point of leading the 
first race of his first full season, in 
Phoenix, and finishing a brilliant 
second on the day - while the other 
one suffered a dispiriting failure to 
start. The pattern of their season wa 
established, and the first one became 
the new hero of the hour. 

Somuch so, in fact, that he was not 
content to stay where he was, but 
went seeking fameand fortuneon the 
strength of the few Grands Prix in 
which he had driven. One contract 
was not enough; just in case that did 
not work, he took the precaution of 
signing several. And all this time the 
second one wasquietly working away 
annoying no-one, impressing histeam 


with the unassuming presence he had 
established, and leading his experi- 
enced teammate to believe that here 
was a talent bound to find its niche in 
Formula 1, And then they learned 
they had no sponsor for 1991, no en 
gine either, and that the bright new 
dawn for the Lotus team had withered 
before it began. 

The first one, meanwhile, was se- 
curing the drive of a young man's 
any man’s - dreams, for with the help 
of lawyers, press conferences, no litte 
arrogance and a lot of obstinacy, he 
had become the partner, not only of 
Alain Prost, but of Ferrari, Anda few 
days later the second one’s dreams 
were in ruins, like the car that cata- 
pulted him into the barriers at 280 
km/h, and broke his legs and his fu 
ture in as much timeasit takes to sign 
a contract. 

And while Jean Alesi looks for 
ward to 1991, fame and fortune, eve- 
ryone at Prix Editions wishes Martin 
Donnelly a speedy recovery and the 
chance of making it back to the place 
where, just as much as the first one, 
the second one belongs 


Major Moments (Mainly Mansell) from a Mixed-up Month! 


August 30, London: Ivan 
Capelli begins to emerge as 
the new favourite to suc 
ceed Nigel Mansell at 
Ferrari. ‘The Italian is 
known not to have signed 
for Leyton House and has 
made it clear he would look 
favourably upon the op- 
portunity to drive for the 
Maranello-based team 


September 3, London 
Various reports say Mansell 
is connected with a whole 
Tange of potential offers to 
remain in Formula 1 next 
year, or switch to another 
Formula 


September 4, London: 
Rumours start circulating 
that Lotus will lose 
Lamborghini powerin 1991 
with the Italian engine 
manufacturer supplyin, 

only Ligier. The news will 
be confirmed at Monza at 
the end of the week. 


September 5, Monza 
Stefano Modena’s name 
joins theshort list of Italians 
waiting to hear from 


Noto Ferra the cee oft an 


Ferrari. Yet more rumours 
suggest, however, the 
Englishman is poised to 
reconsider his retirement 
decision and may be on his 
way back to the Canon 
Williams team he left in 
1988, 


September 6, Monza 
Mansell keeps speculation 
alive overa potential u-turn 
by disclosing that he has 
received more thanadazen 
attractive offers for his 
services, including one 
from CART. On the same 
day Frank Williamsisagain 
linked with Mansell 


September 7, yes, you've 
guessed it, Monza: Mansell 
attempts toend speculation 
by telling an impromptu 
press conference he has no 
intention of changing his 
mind about quitting FI at 
the end of the year 
“Nothing will keep me in 
Formula 1” hestates. Frank 
Williams says he intends 
keeping Jean Alesi to his 
word and signature by re- 
fusing to rele 


we the 


Frenchman from his con 
tract to drive for Canon 
Williams in 1991 if Alesi 
leaves Tyrrell, Williams 
adds that he has not re 
newed the contracts of 
Riccardo Patrese and 
Thierry Boutsen 


September 8, where else?: 
It is confirmed that Rory 
Byrne has resigned as 
Benetton’s designer and is 
leaving the team. He has 
received an offer he cannot 
refuse, says a spokesman, 
from Reynard, planning a 
1992 entry into Fl. Ayrton 
Senna claims pole position 
for the Italian GP with a 
wonderful lap in the final 
minute of final qualifying; 
Prost will share the front 
row 


September9, Monza: Prost 
heads warm-up, but Senna 
wins the race with a flaw- 
less drive. The race is re- 
started following an hor. 
rifie accident to Derek 
Warwick’s Lotus in the 
Parabolica,the Ei 
emergin 


y unscathed, 


lishman | 


September 10, London: 4 
Reynard press release ay, 
nounces Rory Byrne's 
signing with the fledgling 
Fiteam. “Iwill have «full 
year to design and build 
the car”, says Byrne. "This 
is more than twice the 
amount of time I ever had 
at either Toleman or 
Benetton.” 


Meanwhile, in Monza - of 
course - Alessandro 
Nannini becomes the latest 
favourite to moveto Ferrari, 
despite having signed again 
with Benetton: a two-year 
loan deal is said to be in- 
volved. 


September 12, London 
Nannini’s confirmation 
with Ferrariisexpected, but 
falls through at the last 
moment as Ferrari's law- 
yers are believed to have 
Succeeded in securing 
Alesi’s services for 1991 
‘Talks with Nannini stall, a 
press release due next day 
is cancelled = too late to 
prevent Benetton sponsor 
The European from pub: 
lishing a back-page lead on 
Nannini’s supposed move 
to Maranello. 


September 13, London: 
Nannini’smoveiscalledoff 
without any statement. 


September 14, London: A 
Benetton release explains 
Nannini wishes tostay with 
them. “Naturally itisevery 
Italian’s dream to drive for 
Ferrari”, he says, “but after 
Weighing up both oppor 
tunities T decided to stay 
because I feel Benetton is 
the team of the future.” ( 
Nannini feature pp. 38-40) 


September17,London and 
Maranello: ‘Tyrrell and 
Ferrari simultaneously 
confirm that Alesiwilldrive 
for the Italian team in 1991 
Canon Williams are to re- 
ceivea Ferrari Fl racing car 
for their museum in 1992in 
recognition of their part in 
releasing the Frenchman 
from his contract with 
them 


OnthesamedayaBrabham 
release announces their 
three-year contract with 
Yamaha to contest the 
World Championship. The 
companies will collaborate 
onthenew 1991 chassisand 
engine for the BT60Y pow 
ered by a Yamaha OX99 
unit alightweight VI2with 
the unique Yamaha 5-valve 
technology. 


September 20, Estoril: 
FOCA teams discuss pro- 
posed changes in technical 
regulations for 1991 sug: 
gested at Monza by FISA 
President Jean-Marie 
Balestre, They oppose most 
ofthem, including themove 
to flat-bottomed cars with 
reduced wings, alleging 
that most teamsare already 
at the final design stages of 
their 1991 cars 


September 21, Estoril: 
Tyrrell announce their 
ning, of Stefano Modena 
for 1991, with an option for 
1992, to partner Satoru 
Nakajima in their new 
Honda-powered cars. 


Frank Williams denies be 
inginthe hunt forMansell’s 


mate Derek Warwick's 
similar crash at Monza 


Donnelly, 26, istransferred | 
to hospital in Seville with 
fractures to both legs and 
collar bone as well as seri- 
oushead injuries, While his 
vital signs are maintained, 

rgeons express concer 
over the injuries to his left 
Jog, in particular. 


When the remaining eight 
minutes of the session 
run, Ayrton Senna bril- 
Hantly takes provisional 
pole in his McLaren: 
Honda. Next day he will 
secure the 50th pole posi 
tion of his career. 


September 29, Jerez: 
Thierry Boutsen is con- 


services again - but pad- | firmedasa Ligierdriverfor 


dock patter suggests 
Renault are willing to foot 
the bill for Mansell’s return 
to the Didcot team 


September 27, Adelaide: 
Construction work nears 
completion on the new 
Formula I pitbuilding and 
race control centre for the 
Australian Grand Prix 
New media facilities are 
larger than those at 
Silverstone - and this is a 
temporary streetcircuit:the 
design includes a new po- 
dium location, studio for 
post-race unilateral televi 
sion interviews, and a con: 
necting, conference room. 
Mike Drewer, Publicity 
Manager for the Australian 
Grand Prix, believes the 
new facilities will be the 
‘equal of any cireuit in the 
world: “We appreciate the 
coverage our race receives 
and in our sixth year of op- 
eration the total upgrading, 
of press facilities will make 
life that little bit easier for 
FI media.” 


September28, Jerez: British 
driver Martin Donnelly is 
grievously injured when 
his Lotus-Lamborghini 
crashes straight into the 
barriers at 280km/h dur 
ing first qualifying, for the 
Spanish GP, Itis one of the 
worst accidents seen in Fl 
for many yearsand follows 
hard on the heels of team 


1991-2, which clears the 
ground for Nigel Mansell's 
expected return to Williams 
as yet unconfirmed 


Will ba, wont he? Mansel made everyone a 


Ina show of extraordinary 
bravery, Derek Warwick 
puts the remaining Lotus 
in the top ten on the grid. 
He will be eighth in Sun- 
day morning warm-up. 


September 30, Jerez: Alain 
Prost keeps the 1990 World 
Championshipalive witha 
commanding victory in the 
Ferrari while Ayrton Senna 
suffers a rare retirement in 
the McLaren-Honda. It is 
the 44th victory in Prost's 
167-race career 

October 1, Didcot: Canon 
Williams confirm their 
driverline-up for 1991, with 
Nigel Mansell returning as 
number one alongside 
Riccardo Patrese. Mansell 
admits he too is amazed at 
his decision: the prospect 
of a title-winning package 
was the decisive lure. 


used to like Terry Wogan. His 

morning radio programmes had 

about them the dry wit on which 

I had been nurtured in many a 
public house on the far side of the 
Irish Sea. It was captivating mixture 
of fantasy and humour, stitched to- 
gether with threads of truth from 
every-day life. Just what you needed 
first thing in the morning when, in 
those days, The 


uardian had notbeen 
delivered to the far-flung outposts of 
the Home Counties due toa’technical 
problem’,a handy euphemism for the 
printers having stopped aver! 
the pub the night before. 

Wogan could bring a smile, His 
was the soft, lilting voice driving a 
piercing wit. It brought fame but, in 
the traditional ways of the radio, not 
enough fortune. That came when he 
moved to television and became a 
‘media personality 

Worse than that, he became a 
Professional Irishman of the most 
noxious kind, I'd like to see him step 
into any hostelry in Dublin wearing 
one of those snappy suits and try to 
engage the locals in such forced and 
useless small talk. The Rev. lan Pais. 
ley would probably enjoy a better 
reception; at least you know where 
youare with the Protestant Thunderer. 

Wogan’s television shows have 
become a processing house for cult 
figures and anyone wishing to push a 
book or a play; an early-evening diet 
of dross to accompany the washing 
up. I thought David Feherty summed 
it up best when discussing his pros 
pects for this year’s British Open at St 


TH 
MAURICE HAMILTON 
COLUMN 


Andrew's: "I'd love to win,” said the 
Ulsterman, "so long as I don’t have to 
appear on ‘Wogan 

What we did have recently was 
the inevitable appearance of Paul 
G 1 felt sorry for the lad. 
lere is a sportsman possessing un. 
deniabletalent,but one who unten 
tionally became a tabloid hero when 


he shed those genuine tears durin 
the semi-final of the World Cy? 
Overnight he became every mothe, 
son, a fact which was not lost in the 
editorial chambers of the popular 
press and within the production 
powerhouse which drives ‘Wogan’ to 
even greater depths of banality 

Gazza’ duly appearedand Wogan 
rounded off the chat by urging 
Gascoigne tomakeas much money a 
he could out of football. Doubtless 
this pleased the accountant and the 
lawyer who represent the soccer star 

Recently, the lawyer wrote to a 
journalist, challenging the writer's 
contention that George Best was a 
superior talent. I don’t know much 
about football and I may be biased 
towards one of the greatest players 
that ever set foot on British turf, but it 
strikes me that, in this day and age of 
sporting hype, it is easy to lose your 
sense of perspective. 

Confused priorities havealsobeen 
evident recently within the world of 
Formula One, I refer, of course, to the 
celebrated case of the multi-contracted 
Jean Alesi, a driver who, at the time of 
writing, has competed in as many as 
20 Grands Prix. 

Alesi took it upon himself to sign 
bitsof paper with Williamsand Ferrari 
inthe full knowledge that R.K. Tyrrell 
Esq. would need to have the final say 
in the Frenchman's plans for 199i 
And R.K. Tyrrell being the man he is, 
there would be about as muc hchance 
of Alesi obtaining an easy exit from 
Ockham as there would be of Arthur 
Scargill ever admitting he madea tac- 


tical error. To be fair to Frank Williams, 
however, it should be said that his 
negotiations had been conducted on 
the strict understanding that Alesi 
received Tyrrell’s official blessing over 
the terms of his depart 

But I don’t know who 2 
Alesi - by this time, the matte 
peared to have gone beyond the sen- 
sible and persuasive powers of Eddie 
Jordan, Alesi’s mentor, a man who, if 
the Sunday Times is to be believed, is 
due to make around £500,000 when 
Alesi moves on from Tyrrell - but it 
seems that the Frenchman's values 
had jumped a gear or two at a time 
when he really ought to have been, 
refining his skills at the wheel of a 
racing car. 

No one questions the raw ability 
that lies beneath an increasingly ar- 
rogant exterior but, when Alesi threw 
itall away with a stupid error during 
the raceat Monza, it was clear that we 
were witnessing the perils of a driver 
becoming an ethereal legend before 
he had actually become a legendary 
dr 


vised 
ap. 


Contracts have lost much of their 
meaning since Alain Prost pushed off 
early to join Renault in 1981, leaving 
the firm’s lawyers to deal with an 
irate Teddy Mayer and the one year 
which remained on Prost’sagreement 
with McLaren. 

Prost argued that there was no 

oint in forcing a driver to stay in. an 
Evironment with which he was far 
from happy. It's difficult to find fault 


with that; indeed, itis difficult for the 
team to enforce the contract under 
those circumstances. Butsucha bland 
dismissal of business ethics leaves the 
door open for the hard-nosed un- 

ms to 


pleasantness which now s 
pervade sporting life 
Itisevident in boxing and iteauses 
grief within football as players de 
ainst the better 
nagement. Of 


mand transfers a 
judgement of the 


"That's the nice thing 
about Monza; it 
provides the ideal 
diversion from the 
urgency of the 90's." 


course, the transfer method is inf 
nitely more acceptable than the 
original system which bound a soccer 
player tohis club forlife. When George 
Eastham, the former England forward, 


trade action against the Football 


League, he brought a new freedom 
for the players. But it also laid the 
foundations for a system which has 
since become subject to serious abuse, 

Contracts? They don’t mean a 
thing. The problem is, though, that if 
competitors feel it is unnecessary to 
discharge their contractual obliga: 
tions, then the sport they represent 


descends into a battlefield of words 
which makes the game itself seem 
almost irrelevant 

By the time Monza had arrived, 
many people in the paddock were 
heartily sick and tired of the prevarl- 
cation and political mumbo-jambo 
surrounding Alesi. By that stage, I 
couldn't have givena toss that he had 
been to see Williams on such-and: 
such a date, but had spoken to Ferrari 
behind the bicycle sheds the week 
before. 

In any case, a story you hear one 
day will be contradicted thenextand, 
when the likes of Frank Williams says 
heisnottalking to Ayrton Sennaabout 
acontract when you Anowheis, then it 
is time to simply enjoy what is hap- 
pening outon the track and wait until 
the arrival of the definitive press re 

Frank Williams finally came clean 
when he called an impromptu press 
conference on the day before practice 
started at Monza. Unfortunately, be 
cause of this additional piece of ques 
tianable management by Frank, | 
missed hearing what he had to say. I 
was in Mario Aequati’s book shop at 
the time, and I can recommend no 
better panacea for overexposure to 
the sell-important crap which mo! 
vates the Grand Prix paddocks duur- 
ing the silly season. 

In Mario's shop, you can spend 
half an hour wallowing in the past, 
when life probably wasn't any Better 
than it is today, but at least it seems 


u 


that way. That's the nice thing about 
Monza; it provides the ideal diver 
sion from the urgency of the Nineties 

On the first day, I had a leisurely 
lunch in the paddock restaurant with 
Eoin Young and John Watson. Eating 
out is always fun in Italy; it seems to 


be cause for a minor celebration and 
the quality of food usually explains 
why. The place always buzzes and 
even though the Monza restaurant 
lacks the memorabilia you might ex 
pect, it has remained unchanged all 
these years - from the shrug of hope 
lessnéss by the man at the door when 
youask tora table, to theageing waiter 
who forgets your main course and 
adds to the conviction that, in his day 
he must have served Farina and 
Ascari. Fortunately, there was no 
hurry or, t, nothing thata touch 
‘ouldn’t cure. 


plore the new pits, with the press 
centre above. In true Italian style, the 
building work had been executed with 
flair, the press facilities leaving u 
wanting fornothing. Except, pei 

nd melodrama w 
had be a part of arriving at the 
old press officeand attempting to prise 
a suitable pass from the man at the 
desk 

Tean recall onesuch occasion when 
my cre 
dubious. This was in the day 
you had to apply to each and every 
race and the issuing of pa 

e whim of the local official, In this 
instance, having finished my 9-5 job 
in London on a Friday afternoon, | 
had arrived late and the man, his ar 
guing done for the weekend, was ina 
relaxed mood. 

No, he said simply, I ‘ave no more 
passes. Is finished. I explained that | 
had come a long way, that 1 repre 
sented a magazine I had never heard 
of, never mind him, I had no proper 


Is were, to put it mildly 
when 


s was at 


Maria's Monza shop: sep back om current val 


XT GRARIEREMID ia.18 Fa 
: 


Is, except forcopies of o 
ye which had 
tseem to want to 
azine for 


icles of m een 


gs, or a report 
port’. No, 


k away 
id put hands 
oured Latin 
palms of his 
fore. When he had fin 
Jed. What could I say? I 
d a word of it, Ex 
neant I wasn't get 


P 
id addressed the 
ad the floor in the 
spian 
Then he opened a drawer. Inside 
Maybe more. But I 
only wanted one. As he handed it to 
me, | made it clear that I felt I had 
really lost this argument. In the same 
way, he was making out that this had 
been a real pain when, in fact, it was 


ina theatr 
wall, the ce 


were 


| 


plain to see that he had enjoyed every 
minute of it. But | had my pass. A 
wonderful place, Italy. Provided they 
are on your side. 

Of course, the passport to accept 
ance is to be a Grand Prix driver, Or, 
one whoisnotseenasadirect 
atto the Ferrari drivers. Prost, the 
manthey tried tostonewhenhedared 
challenge Arnouy’s Ferrari in 1983, is 
now well-received. But the applause 
is respectful, The adulation, this year 
anyway, was reserved for ‘Leone 
Nigel’ and he gave them everything 
bar a victory. Had he managed to 
finish first, that win would have lived 
with Nigel forever, a privilegegranted 
to very few 

Clay Regazzoni knows all about 
that and this year’s race marked the 
20th anniversary of his win the day 
after Jochen Rindt’s death had filled 
with sorrow. Clay was there 
sitting high in the press box, 
watching thecurrentstars performing 
before their fickle public 

I wondered what he must have 
made of the antics surrounding Jean 
Alesi, Certainly, Clay would have 
approved wholeheartedly of Alesi’s 
exciting style, But the politics surely 
must have puzzled him 

In 1979, Clay drove for Williams 
and gave Frank his very first Grand 
Prix victory at Silverstone, At the end 
of the year, Frank tactfully explained 
that they were looking to replace Clay. 
But, if the negotiations did not work 

ind Clay was to stay, how much 
money would he want? 

Straightaway, Regazzoni replied 
How much you pay me this year, 
Frank, Ican'tremember?” Andneither 
he could. Clearly, a true sportsman 
and a gentleman, But he would never 
get on ‘Wogan’ with an attitude like 


that. 
Pe) 


with today’s 
__ engines 


[NGK Spark Plugs (UK) Limited, 

7/9 Gartick Industrial Centre, 
Hendon, LONDON NW9 6AQ. 
"Telephone: 081-202 2181/4 


(as Hat-Trick in Formula 1 
World Championship 1987, 1988 1989. 
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RRARI doesn’t deserve to 
win this championship be- 
cause there is no-one in the 
team with the authority to 

give direction and make the 

strategy required to compete with 

McLaren. 

‘McLaren is united and well 
structured and Gerhard Berger does 
the maximum to help Senna to be 
World Champion.’ 

He may not quite come flat out 
and say exactly what he feels — that 
team-mate Nigel Mansell screwed 
his chances of the title in Portugal 

but you can never say that Alain 

Prost minces his words. 

He wasn’t complaining that he 
had finished third behind the 
victorious Mansell and champion. 
elect Senna, nor suggesting that 
Nigel should somehow have 
slowed the pace to allow him to 
catch and pass them both and thus 
keep his title hopes alive, There 
had, however, been great specula. 
tion after Mansell had taken the 
pole and Prost had joined him for 
the first all-Ferrari front row since 


4 


Silverstone 1988. Would Nigel help 
his team-mate if the situation arose? 
Certainly, at the press conference at 
Silverstone in which he had first 
announced his intention io retire, 
he had said: I intend to carry on for 
the rest of the year, and I'd like to 
win some races. But I will also do 
everything I can to help Alain win 
the championship.’ In Estoril on the 
Saturday, this had become: | drive 
for Ferrari and I will be trying to wi 
for Ferrari and myself Pee 
Was he also planning to make a 
Point, not only to the world in 
Seneral but to Prost in particular, 
that he can beat the Frenchman 


despite all the frustrations of his 
season? 


No, Alain wasn’t asking for an 
easy ride. Par from it, h had been 
expecting a dogfight at Estoril ang 
had Planned accordingly He is 
nobody's fool, Mr Prost. At Spa and 
Monza he had plenty of . 
behind Gerhard Berge 


time sitting 
's McLaren, 


and then when chasing Senna’s, to 
ponder the problem. The McLaren- 
Hondas were simply quicker off the 
line. He pondered it a lot, and then 
invested two solid days of trial and 
error testing at Fiorano the Monday 
and Tuesday before the race. The 
idea was to develop the electronics 
of the F1/90's now reliable electro- 
hydraulic transmission, to come up 
with a long first and a short second 
Bear which would, in effect, behave 
almost like a continuously variable 
setup. It wasn't just a matter of the 
Honda RAIOOE possessing superior 
bottom-end torque, he reasoned. 
Ferrari simply wasn’t making the 
most of what it had. 

After the race we still didn’t know 
Whether the development effort 
worked, Sure, we'd all seen how 
ee tive the chassis was as it kicked 
MPa eiglatens in qualifying. The 
MP4/SBs were quick on Friday, but 
where Senna and Berger found only 
2 hundredth apiece on their first 
Saturday runs, the Berrazi drivers 
improved by a second. Ultimately, 
even a banzai lap by Ayrton was 


insufficient to edge the red cars off 
the front row. 

What should have happened 
then was that Prost and Mansell 
worked together off the line to keep 
the McLarens at bay. Had they 
done so, they would have walked 
the race, which would have been a 
straightforward fight between the 
Englishman and the Frenchman. 
But they didn’t work together. I've 
seen a lot of racing starts, but ve 
never seen anything like Estoril 
The moment the lights went green, 
Mansell’s car was moving hard to 
the right, squeezing over on Prost 
even worse than Berger had in the 
first Belgian restart. Prost had to 
jink to his right to avoid contact, 
and instead scraped his Goodyear 
Cs up against the pit wall, After his 


It was one of the 
worst — the worst — 
starts I’ve ever made 

1988 incident there with Senna 
another ‘team-mate’ — he’s prob- 


ably getting a little tired of it 
I had full throttle and 1 nearly 


spun the car’, said Mansell. ‘It was 
one of the wor the worst 
starts I've ever made. I got too 


much wheelspin and that just hap. 
pened to be the way the car was 
pointing. I apologised to Alain 
afterwards.’ 

Observers wanted to know why 
there weren't clouds of tyre smoke 
with his wheelspin, and why the 
Ferrari still had sufficient momen- 
tum to be in third place into the first 
corner, into which Senna and Ber- 
ger lunged first and second, prob- 
ably dying of laughter. All that 
qualifying effort by Ferrari, thrown 
away. 

Prost wasn’t laughing, As events 
proved, he had the best race set-up, 
as he so often does, and felt he 
would have won. A win would. 
have done wonders for his cham 
pionship aspirations. 

My car was for sure the best 
today. Even after my long pit stop’ 
— the left rear wheel was tricky —~ ‘I 
could close back on the leaders, and 
the grip on my second set of tyres 
was fantastic, especially in the cor 
ner leading on to the straight. Even 
though I lost sixth gear 10 laps after 
my stop, the car felt brilliant 

‘But for me it was over at the 
start. What Nigel did, decided the 
race 

When Alex Caffi and Aguri Suzu- 
ki collided on their 59th lap, during 


Worat start, best ich: Mansell mates Mas 


an increasingly heated battle for 
ninth place, the Italian’s situation 
was serious enough to warrant 
stoppage of the race, and at the 
61-lap mark when the results were 
set, Prost was still chasing Senna 
The Brazilian had driven a canny 
race. Just as in 1989 he knew that 
the advantage lay with the Fei 
and when Mansell hunted him 
down and came at him very strong: 
ly into turn one on the 50th lap, he 
conceded the position. It was an 
indication of how he has matured in 
the past 12 months. A year ago, in 
the very same situation, he had 
closed the door and both had gone 
off. This time, he explained: I was 
fighting for the Championship, but 


Senna — leaching a he way othe te? 


1 had more points this time and 1 
didn’t have to win. I didn't have to 
compromise myself, so second was 
e for me. He was faster on to th 
straight than me, so 1 kmew hh 
would come down the inside. As 
you remember we had a bit of a 
moment there last year. 1 think this 
time | was a bit ahead but I couldn't 
see him, so I didn't turn in 


The two thus kept their cars and 
judging by their rostram embrace, 
their new-found friendship intact. 
Had they made sce sort of pact as 
they ¢ circuit together on 
Saturday might? It seemed unlikely, 
beyond two chargers taking the 


sensible decision not to aggravate 
one another 


Ott the pace, out ofthe ace: bad weekend for Wiliams, 


There was an occasion, when 
Nigel was held up lapping Martini, 
that Ayrton had a brief look at what 
would have been a dramatic 
outbraking attempt into the left 
hand hairpin, but both men knew 
the Ferrari was superior, ‘It w 
safer not to try,’ said Senna after 
wards, a man with the warm glow 
that comes from knowing a Cham 
pionship is almost in the bag, 

For Prost there was no such 
feeling. He hid his emotions well as 
Mansell interrupted Senna in the 
press conference with the comment 
‘He (Senna) is a drive 
There's a very good feeling betwe 


reat 


Prost fires broadside 
at Ferrari 


It was only later, to his French 
radio friends, that Prost confided 
his real thoughts, fired his 
broadside at Ferrari and, effectively 
told Fiat that Cesari Fiorio has to go, 
or else he himself will consider 
retirement a year earlier than plan: 
ned 

This time, there was no Berger to 
Jook bemused on the rostrum, the 
Austrian charging hard at one stage 
before dropping back a little with a 
problem. Another 1990 


gearbox 
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race, another failure to win 
Perhaps one day we shall learn the 
truth of his season, that he still 
doesn't fit the McLaren and there 
fore hasn’t been running at 100 
Or that he has run his hardest, and 
simply isn’t fast enough. What he 
has been, though perfect 
team-mate for Ayrton, and if the 
Brazilian went on to win the title 
said the feeling in Portugal, he 
would owe something to Gerhard 
As has been the case since Hung 
ary, neither Williams nor Benetton 


is the 


Piquet won the orate Benetton race 


could quite g 


on terms with the 
two top teams. Piquet benefited 
from the start nonsense to run 
ahead of Prost for the first 12 laps, 
but once by the Ferrari driver left 
him for dead. Equally, neither of 
the Williamses really threatened 
Nelson, and themselves were 
hounded by the slow-starting Nan- 
nini. Unlike Piquet, Sandro. had 
gone for harder Bs and was plann- 
ing a non-stop run, and when 
Nelson came in for new Cs on lap 26 
Sandro moved ahead, now fourth 


as Prost had also had his delayed 
stop. Alain overtook quickly, but 
Sandro looked set for two points 
until deciding he needed fresh tyres 
after all, on lap 52, whereupon 
Piquet resumed the position. San- 
dro was coming back at him strong. 
ly when the red flags came out 

Behind them, Patrese survived 
two stops for tyres and a very 
gravelly moment in the turn one 
sandtrap, over which he was able to 
drive having missed his braking 
and_ slithered down the escape 
road, The FW13B was a handful 
throughout the race, understeering, 
in and oversteerin 
but Riccardo blamed himself more 
than he did the car for his failure to 
garnera point 

Boutsen, still the limbo man as he 
awaited some decision from Wil: 
liams, was passed by the speedy 
Alesi initially, before repassing and 
then catching Riccardo, His efforts 
were negated on lap 26 though, 
when his gear selectors again play 
ed up and he downshifted from 
sixth ‘into goodness knows what! 
This time, Renault's V10 didn’t 
withstand the abuse, and he parked 
just past the first corner. 

For a while, Alesi had been part 
of the mighty scrap for eighth 
between the impressive Suzuki (on 
Bs), and Caffi and Capelli (hoping 
to run non-stop on Cs) having 
pitted for fresh Pirellis, but he 
worked through and was well clear 
of the incident which led to the 


‘out of comers, 


att charging 


but his acident stopped everyone's race 


stoppage. Capelli’s run ended with 
a blown engine on lap 52, the 
Leyton House porpoising, badly in 
the Arrows’ wake, and both cars 
and their drivers’ helmet 
smeared with the oil from Pirro’s 
Dallara, which they had chased 
nose to tail for the first 29 laps, ‘It 
was so bad, the only place I could 
see to Alex was on. the 
straight,’ said Ivan, ‘and I didn’t 
have the speed to do it there 

On their 59th lap, Suzuki was 
moving inside Caffi when the 
cian moved over oF The Lar. 
rousse Lola lost its left front wheel, 
and Al pushed into the 
barriers, where he sustained a 
pected cracked bone in his | 
ankle. It took time to get him out 
the car, so wisely the red flag, 
deployed 

Thus Mansell sped to his first 
victory of the season, and a 16th 
that brought him equality in the win 
stakes with Stirling Moss. But it 
could so nearly have gone wrong, 
On lap 53, while Alliot was 
embroiled in a furious battle with 
Martini and team-mate Larini for 
10th, Philippe moved across on the 
Ferrari on the exit to turn one, The 
previous day he had threatened to 
throw a pit jack at de 
Dallara after the Italian had failed to 
see him coming: now the boot was 
on the other foot. Mansell couldn't 
avoid hitting him with his front left 
and the Ligier went backwards into 
the wall at speed. Alliot, crestfallen, 


Cesaris 


was able to walk home to a raptur- 
‘ous welcome from his team, having, 
brought his chassis score to two for 
the weekend. 

If Guy was ranting back at Magny 
Cours, enemy Gerard Larrousse 
had little to cheer, with Suzuki's 
cident and Eric Bernard bogging 


It was a pointless 


exercise again for 
Lotus 
down at the start before retiring 


with similar gearbox failure to that 
which claimed both Brabh It 
tless exercise again 
for Lotus, Sunday morning, warm- 
Up promise evaporating with throt 
tle slide problems for Warwick and 
a duff alternator for Donnelly. Dat 
mas lasted only three laps before 
breaking a driveshaft, while de 
Cesaris raised a dust cloud on lap. 
spin induced by a 
sticking throttle 

In the post-race debate the talk 
was all of Prost ». Fiorlo, and 
Mansell’s dealings with Williams. 
Of his extraordinary startline man 
oeuvre and the likelihood of his 
reversing his retirement decision. 
Yet that’ moming his talks with 
Williams had again 
perhaps, just perhaps, he truly had 
wanted to win the Portuguese GP 
as a gesture to the world, and a 
retirement present to himself 


one with a 


stalled: 
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Alain Prost came to Portugal, 
where he had won three times 
before, determined to triumph 
for Ferrari and keep alive his 
challenge for the Drivers’ 
Warld Championship, But it 
did not work out that way for 
the Frenchman. Timothy Col- 
lings reports. 


HIS has always been a 
MPP accu 1 tke,” bur this 
weekend I did not have 
the luck I needed to win 

Now I do not think I can win the 
Championship. It is over for me and 
1 do not want to think about it any 
more. The team and I have done 
lot of hard work, but it has not 
worked out. In the end, I think I lost 
the race at the start 

‘On Friday, I just could not get 
the best out of my qualifying tyres 
for a full lap, but lost the best time 
by only three-tenths of a second. It 
was a good demonstration that 
Ferrari are very close to McLaren 
now. The car was fantastic and 
Ayrton was only that litle bit quick 
er. I could not improve my time on 
my second run because Nakajima 
had a spin and left alot of earth on 
the track. But I finished that day 
feeling confident I could really fight 
for pole on Saturday 

“We had made some modifica- 
t s to the car after studying 
everything. from Monza and the 
lelemetrics and felt good abot 
We looked at some ee mat 
tions for the engine, but they will 
not be used until Jerez, I think. The 
ig, work we did was on stating 
days last week workin nares 
toimprove our starts © "4 OM this 

“On Saturday, aj gain i 
was quite disappointed again be 
cause we did 50 much work watt; 
was only able to get the seen ona! 
time. I would much have pretseest 
to be on pole position. Bur freed 
almost perfect to have two Fern 
Starting on the front row," 

‘On Saturday, we 
completing all the 


were really 
work we had 

knew we had 
tarting in front 


Face, I knew 
in front and to, 
Id have to be in 
ner. Idid ni 

Cesare Foro about any ta sk 


the race and I expect Nigel to dr; 


ve 
normal race. If | was in his plage} 
would want to win the last foy, 


races too. 

“L hoped very much that all the 
work we had done between Monza 
and here would pay off. We worka 
so hard at Maranello, making all the 
modifications on gears. From, oi, 
studies, we knew we had to dy 
something about the changes from 
first to second and from second ty 
third. 

“We have improved a great deal 
to be sure this year, but that and 
hard work are not anything without 
a bit of luck sometimes. 

The race itself was also 
disappointing for Alain as, after 
seeing Mansell top the Sunday 
morning warm-up, he had high 
hopes of making a good start to lay 
the foundations for victory, 

“I think the start decided the 
race,” he said. "My car was, for 
sure, the best at the end of the race 
Thad some problems of course, but 
after | had overtaken Gerhard the 
car was fantastic, In the first part, f 


“All | want to do now is 
to finish the season.” 


had some trouble catching the lead: 
ets and there was nothing much 
could do, But then I caught them 
and I led for one lap. Then I had @ 
very long pit stop. 1 was unlucky 
when I came out too because I Wa 
just behind Nannini and Berger aM 
it would have been much easier for 
me if | had not been. Then altet 
{bout ten laps 1 Jost sixth gear 
‘pew I could not win then, but the 
(ir Was really fantastic, especially iP 
the comer before the pits and the 
Straight. 1 really feel very dis. 
appointed. | don’t want to think 
about the Championship any more 
ecause Ihave done a lot of Wot 


and i a tl. 
‘All patting has gone right at @! 


SN 


AT THE 
TRACKSIDE 


Williams denies chasing Mansell 

Frank Williams flatly denied in Por- 
tugal that he had re-started his bid 
to sign Nigel Mansell, “It is rubbish 
to say that I have had further talks 
with Nigel Mansell,” he told jour 
nalists. But speculation has it 
otherwise because Mansell is the 
only remaining “top line” driver 
still uncommitted for 1991. Renault, 
so the story goes, are willing, to foot 
the bill for the Englishman's ser 
vices. 

What Williams did confirm was 
that he would make an announce- 
ment on his 1991 driver line-up the 
evening of the Spanish Grand Prix 
But, enigmatic as ever, Williams 
clapped his hands together, grin 
ned and added: “I promised to tell 
no more than six fibs to the British 
press in 24 hours.” What are we to 
make of that? 


Satoru Nakajima misses Portugal race 
Satoru Nakajima missed the final 
qualifying session in Portugal on 
the advice of FISA Medical Deleg- 
ate, Professor Sidney Watkins, be- 
cause of a bad attack of “flu and a 
day later decided not to race after he 
discovered his sense of balance had 
been so badly affected by the virus 
that he damaged a Tyrrell monoco: 
que in an accident on race morning 


Renault to supply Ligier from 1992 
Renault announced they will supp- 
ly engines to Ligier from the start of 
the 1992 season. In a statement, 
enault said “this commitment 
hlights Renault Sport's firm re- 
solve to play an active part in 
making, the French team one of the 
best in Formula One again.” 


Martini re-signs for Minardi 
On the evening before qualifying 
began in Estoril, Pierluigi Martini 
re-signed for Giancarlo Minardi’s 
team, due to run with Ferrari Vi2 
power in 1991, A statement said 
agreement was reached 


rapidly and with mutual satisfac. 
tion”. 1991 will be Martini’s fourth 
year with Minardi. 


Nannini — why I turned down Ferrari 
Alessandro Nannini, under press- 
ure from the Italian media, ¢ 
plained why he had rejected Fer 
rari’s bid for his services next year 
and sparked off criticism of the 
Maranello-based team’s cava 


attitude towards contracts, The 
Benetton driver, who was made the 
offer by Ferrari at Monza, said he 


had wanted a two-year contract, but 


had only been offered one y 
an option on a second. 
was verbally promised a letter offer- 
ing a two-year deal. On the advice 
of his lawyers he requested further 
serious discussions, but when these 
materialised Ferrari restricted th 
selves to talk only about the initi 
offer of one year and an option: 
Clearly, something sinister had 
happened in the mea -aving 
Nannini and Benetton embarrassed 
and angry at the whole sad episode. 


Musical chairs starts 
Minardi announced on the first day 
of qualifying in Portugal (Septem- 
ber 21) that they had re-signed 
Pierluigi Martini for a fourth 
consecutive season. It is a one-year 
deal and Ferrari test driver, Gianni 
Morbidelli is tipped as the man 
most likely to be his team-mate in 
the cars which will be powered by 
Ferrari engines in 1991 

‘Tyrrell announced in Estoril that 
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they had signed Malian Stefano 
Modena, 27, for 1991 with an option 


for 1992 to drive their Honda 
powered car alongside Satoru 
Nakajima. 

Alesi signs for Ferrari 


The saga of Ferrari's bid to sign Jean 
Alesi finally came to an end before 
the Portuguese Grand Prix with a 
simultaneous statement from Tyr- 
rell and Ferrari that he would be at 
Maranello in 1991. “We had a bind- 
ing agreement with Jean for next 
year but ultimately if a driver's 
heart is not 100 per cent with the 
team we do not feel that he will 
perform to his full potential,” said 
Tyrrell MD, Bob Tyrrell 

Alesi cost Ferrari dear. They had 
to buy him out of his Tyrrell con= 
t, meet the penalty clause, and 
n pay Alesi’s salary too, After 
that the team had to buy Williams 
out of the agreement Alesi had 
signed with them by ‘donating’ a 
‘errari 641 to the Williams museum. 
Mansell, who was given one at the 
start of this year estimated the value 
of his at $5 million! 


Row over technical regulations 

The FOCA teams met on September 
20 in Portugal to discuss the prop- 
‘osed changes to the technical reg- 
ulations put forward by FISA Presi- 
dent, Jean-Marie Balestre, at Monza 
to improve safety and reduce 
cornering speeds, The teams have 
opposed’ most of the suggested 
changes for 1991 which include an 
entirely flat bottom and reduced 
wing sizes on the basis that a 
majority of the teams were in the 
final stages of design of next year’s 
model. As a compromise FOCA has 
recommended to the Formula One 
‘Commission the banning of special 
fuels for 1991. They want the flat 
bottom ruling to come into effect 
from the year after, 


Compiled by Timothy Callings ami 
Byron Young. 
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week earlier Alain Prost had 
been conceding the world 
ee to Ayrton Senna, the 
P deficit a seemingly impos. 
ible 18 points with ieee re = to 
run, Impossible? Well, Senna 
hadn't had a retirement through 
pukka mechanical failure all year, 
just that stone that machined out 
his wheel in Imola, and a puncture 
in Mexico. He was looking, good. 
Well, Spain put an end to that 
enviable situation. The Brazilian 
dropped out with overheating, and 
suddenly the victorious Prost found 
himself back in the running, 
It had been an odd week for the 
Frenchman, after his blazing. eritic- 
ism of team manager Cesare Fiorio 
and his comments about the start 
team-mate Nigel Mansell had made 
in Portugal. “If he did it deliberate. 
ly, then I don’t need to make any 
comment,” said Alain to Italian and 
French journalists mid-week. “And 
if it wasn’t deliberate, he shouldn't 
be inan FI car.” 
Strong stuff indeed, that >; 
Mansell simmering to the b+ 
ing qualifying. 


Br 


David Tremayne . 


On the Thursday, 
Piero Fusaro had vist 
in the Jerez paddoe 
“closed doors" pe} 
in cheers rom hi 
in well with Fiat ch 


Ferrari boss 


Salvatore’, “The Weldea? 
e Welder" 
Qualifying, fiver 


far from all about the dag a4, Pee” 
eLaren and Ferra gel between 
Way, but at 1.52.0n Friday pat that 


it became ‘iday afternog 
ofhuman fife °! Auman values, 


thas time h 5 > 
ge ant a mt 
b a Ee follows th 
: its on 
ity Span weg es 


later, at Ferrari, he would have had 
sufficient run-off area in which 10 
try and do something. There, he 
had nothing. No run-off, just a stip 
of guardrail. The Lotus hit it ata 
angle around 40 degrees, at a spect! 
around 140 mph, It exploded inl 
fragments, and as the bartiet 
Sprang. backwards and then f@ 
fined its original shape, it acted 
ke a catapult, Debris was throw! 
into the road and, among it, welt 


It was a horrible 
accident, terrifying in 
its violence 


Martin, f 
tin, part of his seat still attached 
pyls back: The 102 was nothin 
Do kapahattered hulk, its front eM 
0 longer existent, 

Was a horrible accident, tervifY” 


i 
ing in its 
awe Violence, and those W! 


it could nw 
the likeable Briton. could possibly 
middie oh vets He Jay 
1 e road for min 
until hy ong, 


Watkins arrived, and slowly began 
the awful task of transporting him 
to the medical centre. 

Ayrton Senna walked down to 
the accident scene, and came away 
profoundly moved. Then the news 
filtered through, almost unbeliev- 
able in its hopefulness; Martin was 
alive, As he was stabilised before 
transfer to the Virgen del Rioco 
Hospital in Seville, with concussion 
and multiple fractures, qualifying 
resumed amid a paddock full of 
white faces. 

Senna climbed into his McLaren 
and tured a lap faster than anyone 
else, then stalked straight into the 
McLaren truck. There he paused for 
long moments, analysing, his feel 
ings, winding down after a 
stupendous, perhaps _ cathartic 
effort, before he went off to the 
medical centre again, Donnelly had 
recognised him at the track side, 
and perhaps it had brought him 
hope, 

he following day Senna wrap- 
ped up the pole and made his 
record 50th, and followed it with an 
emotional press conference. On 
raceday, it profited him well, even 
though Prost’s Ferrari was clearly 
the faster car. “As long as I was 
behind him, I could e been two 
seconds a lap faster,” said Alain, 

“and it wouldn’t have made any 


‘Wonder what Ken sald about Ales’ latest mishap 


ot siting quite 9 petty naw? 


difference. On this circuit you just 
cannot overtake 

In fact, his best chance lay in the 
run up to the first corner, but Senna 
always had him covered there with 
the McLaren Honda's superior low- 
speed grunt. Prost thus knew a 
smart pit stop was the only other 
chance. Team-mate Mansell made 
his first and it worked well, and 


Prost’s on lap 25 was as slick. Senna 
made his a lap later, just as the two 
Ferraris were pounding past the 
pits in pursuit of temporary leader 
Piquet, alone in hoping to run 
non-stop on Goodyear’ harder 
compound B rubber. 

‘As Senna came barrelling out of 
the pit exit Prost was shaping up to 
go round the outside of Mansell, 
with the latter’s co-operation. Prost 
t into turn one first, but then 
Senna pulled one of those excellent 
‘opportunist moves of his and grab- 
bed third place from Mansell, div- 
ing up the inside of the Ferrari and 
obliging the Briton to give him 
room. 

“| was looking to my right be- 


“the first | saw of him 
was a blur of red and 
white on my inside!” 


cause I wanted Alain to go by me on 
the straight and thus avoid getting 
delayed on the twisty bits,” sai 
Mansell. “I didn’t see Ayrton com- 
ing out of the pits to my left and the 
first 1 saw of him was a blur of red 
and white on my inside!” 

Once in the lead, Prost had it 
made, his second stop going just as 
smoothly as the first, his precision a 


joy to watch, Senna, for all that the 
McLaren wasn’t as good, had a lock 
on second, but further back the 
same sticking throttle problem that 
had dogged Mansell in Italy made 
getting on terms with the fleet 
Piquet very difficult, It was only 
when the Benetton developed a 
Misfire that required a very long 
stop on lap 42 that Nigel got back 
into his stride, but there was no 
question of catching Senna, How- 
ever, all was not well with the 
McLaren, as Ayrton felt it sliding 
around. On lap 52 he was in the pits 
again, fearing a puncture. He re- 
ceived a new set of Cs, but was 
informed that the right water 
radiator was leaking on the right 
rear tyre, Thereafter he knew he 
was on borrowed time as he re 
sumed in sixth place, Two laps later 
it was over as the Honda over. 
heated, and when he stopped just 
past the pits, and sat on the con 
Crete wall totally oblivious to the 
danger of passing Mansell, Berger 
Boutsen, Patrese, Piquet — initially, 
Sandro got a rhythm once his 
Benetton stopped understeering on 
a full fuel load. It began to lose its 
turn-in again near the end, as his 
second set of tyres lost their edge 
from following Mansell, the Wil- 
liams and Berger too closely, but by 
then the opposition had eroded and 
he was home and dry 

Berger, like Piquet, began on 
harder Bs, holding, up his immedi 
ate pursuers. The Austrian was in 
aggressive mode, triggering an 
altercation with fourth fastest Jean 
Alesi even on the green flag, lap, 
and then punting him into Patrese 
at the start proper. The Tyrrell 
caught the Williams, which flew 
momentarily into the air, Riccardo 
was able to continue with bent 
suspension which upset his hand: 
ling throughout, but after another 
shove from Gerhard Jean piroutted 
into gravel bed retirement at the 
first corner on that opening lap, his 
left rear wheel rim embedded. He 
was far from amused 

Such is the way he treats his car, 
Berger received another set of Bs on 
his first stop, and only went to Cs 
on his second, by which time he 
was down to seventh behind the 
two Williamses. He disposed of the 
troubled Patrese easily enough, but 
an aggressive piece of driving in the 
final corner on lap 57, as he tried to 
muscle by Boutsen, proved his 
undoing. Thierry had been pre- 
pared to concede the place until he 
saw that he would have to go off 
himself, whereupon he fought back 


and turned the tables, As he 
on for fourth place, 
his race in the gravel 

Such retirements 


Suspension failure, and on Saturday 
had shone through as 
termined to drive. The team 
id really have withdrawn until 


Gerhard ended 


left one cham- 


minnows, and ther 
age of competition fo: 
sidelined early, 
early candidate 
Jeading group until it f 
away by lap 20. His w, 
abnormally brave drive 
of Lotus fears that Dor 


MN caused by front 


Te was no short. 
rit. With Alesi 


f e accident, but Derek 
Warwick was an 


“Lwas proud of myself, 
angry. It was 
done, really. 


a stupid thing to have 
ry was not to be 


Sadly, his brave 


‘Derek Warwick: sotless and b 


voc on the rest of 
his gearbox and he retired on lap 60. 
Both Leyton Houses might have 
got that point, but after a charge 
from 18th on the opening lap to 
seventh by lap 50, Ivan’ Capelli 
succumbed to very painful cramps 
in his right leg. Gugelmin, the next 
candidate, lost his clutch and with it 
his chance, and it was finally Aguri 
Suzuki who snatched his second 
point to add to the one won at 
Silverstone for Larrousse 

Nicola Larini brought his evil 
handling Ligier home seventh, a 
result which delighted him despite 
the difficulty it entailed, while Yan- 
nick Dalmas brought his AGS ho 
ninth ahead of Alboreto’s sole 
‘Arrows and behind Gugelmin 

Plenty failed to make it. De Cesar: 
is lost his engine after falling back 
with brake problems, as team-mate 
Emanuele Pirro was a first lap 
casualty in the first comer barging, 
and Olivier Grouillard sullered 
another wheel bearing failure, a 
problem that seems to dog Osella. 
Tarquini’s engine blew after five 


of duty. 


laps in the spare AGS, his race car 
aft on the warm 


shearing, a drives 
up lap, and Eric Bernard had diffi 
culty selecting fourth gear on down 

changes as a prelude to total gear- 
box failure after 21 laps. 

‘After’ Estoril Philippe Alot 
needed a good result, but threw 
away a solid qualifying position 
with a spin when running in a 
point-potential 11th place. Pierluigi 
fartini had been his track compan 
ion, but after two tyre stops the 
little Italian spun into the first 
corner gravel trap after leaving the 
pits because somebody had 
forgotten to tighten the left rear 
wheel nut. Nakajima spun out, 
while Dalmas punted off the un- 
lucky Modena on lap six. 

The Spanish GP outstayed its 
welcome as tired teams prepared to 
say goodbye to Europe. It was a 
pretty good race at times, and it 
brought Prost a very well deserved 
triumph, but Donnelly’s accident 
cast a pall over it, and re-posed 
some serious questions not only 
about the general safety of Fl cars, 


but also about the wisdom of allow 
ing tracks to have such fast corners 
where no run-off areas exist. Martin 
survived, but it was nothing short 
of a miracle. Somebody in sufficient 
authority would do well to take that 
aboard, and appreciate that circuit 
safety also needs a rethink 


‘wo more as team-mates: wil Mansel Pelp Prost Keep 
his tte’? 


WOR 
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‘erez is a very tough circuit 
physically. One of the 
toughest on the calendar 
for the drivers, It is a tough 
plact to race and the cars are always 
very close and usually here the best 
chassis wins, not the best engine 

“Of course, the weekend was 
overshadowed by Donnelly’s acci 
dent which I think was not so much 
a problem just of the circuit, not 
exactly, The cars today are getting 
extremely, extremely quick on the 
corners and many, many circuits if 
you have a failure in the middle of 
the corner with the speed you are 

joing the accident is really going to 

e severe. There is very little run-off 
area there where Donnelly had his 
accident, but there is also very little 
run-off in Monaco, Portugal and 
other places. There is always a big 
problem if you brake. 

“We had good progress on the 
Friday to the Saturday and the car 
felt very well set up. On Friday, I 
used the spare car because the 


Ms 
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After a series of consistent 
results, Nelson Piquet came to 
Spain looking for another 
good showing in the points to 
maintain Benetton’s challenge 
for the Constructors’ Cham- 
pionship. For him, and every- 
one at the race, it turned out 
to be a busy weekend 
_ Timothy Collings reports, 


set. 
up is different and 
The first set of qualifying teres sr 

very good for me, but let hans 
really made the most of them Wag 
the second set, | had more wy dan 
steer than I would have liked. tar 
otherwise it was a good lap ant } 
was quite happy with it, ? “4! 
: Da Baiaaday, | stayed with the 
Pare car andl went quicker than on 

yon my 


‘ first set of qualifie 
There was a slight touch ot cee 


steer with that set, but the 


| prefer it 


set was very good and I went even 
quicker. 

It was a good time considering | 
came across traffic in the quick 
corner behind the paddock. If I had 
been able to find another tenth of a 
second, | would have moved up 
four places. Overall, though, we 
made good progress. 

“But unluckily, in the race, we 
were caught up behind the Williams 
as we started behind them and they 
held us up for a long time. But the 
car was much quicker than the 
Williams and I got the right tyres 
and I could get away and do the 
whole race without stopping. 

“That was what we wanted to dd 
with the hard tyres and I wanted to 
go all the way without a stop. The 
only problem came in the race when 
I missed a gear and I got on a dirty 
part of the circuit and the car went 
straight and I went off on the grass 
Iwas able to get back but I lost 
about five seconds when 1 was 
leading the race at the time 

“After that, the battery power 
came down and the car started to 
misfire and I came into the pits to 
change the battery and I went out 
again, but after five laps the battery 
was not working again and I had to 
retire. During those five laps, I had 
new tyres and I tried and did the 
fastest lap of the race up to that 
tim 

“Overall, it has not been too bad. 
But this season had not been good 
all the way. Some of the races I have 
hot had the right set-up and some 
of them [have not had the right 
Setup on full tanks, really bad, 
because I have had fuel leaking oF 
something like that 
net the power we have there is 
fon much chance of us challenging 
cat face rey ts 
Pcie We have about 80 hp 
Tess in Gualifying and about 50 HP 
you wars, Onalition. It is a lot 
‘Kamp competitive for 

“It Ford does not hurry up and 
bees! the Vi2T don't think we ca 

"ar to Honda or the others.” 


Donnelly accident dominates weekend 
Donnelly’s accident was the focal 
point of the weekend, if not the 
season. Twice-daily routine medical 
reports were a feature of paddock 
gossip and the Ulsterman’s condi- 
tion was on everyone's lips. Many 
observers found it incredible that it 
had taken Professor Sid Wat 
more than three minutes to reach 
the scene of the accident and, 
reportedly, recover the driver's to 
gue and save him from the worst. It 
was suggested that the car carrying 
the life-saving, chief medical officer 
of Formula One was too slow and 
badly positioned and there is little 
doubt that this issue will be discu 
sed in much greater depth in future 
Prof, Watkins, for his part, made it 
clear he was fully satisfied with the 
medical care provided for Donnelly 
who, once recover 

moved on to the Santa Maria Rocio 
Hospital in Seville 


d, was soon 


Senna grabs career 50th pole 

‘Ayrton Senna secured his 50th pole 
in Jerez, a landmark which may 
remain unbeaten for many years 
even after his retirement, He admit~ 
ted it meant a great deal to him and 
thanked everyone concerned for 
their help since his first pole in 
Portugal in 1985, The Brazilian also 
showed the compassionate side of 
his nature by admitting how upset 
he had been about Martin Donnel- 
ly’s bad accident. “I went to the 
place where it happened,” he said. 
“1 wanted to see it for myself and I 
found it very hard to take. I had to 
have a private moment on my own 
to carry on.” 


Ferrari meeting ends feud 

The Jerez paddock was buzzing on 
Thursday. Ferrari chairman Piero 
Fusaro had called a meeting with 
team manager Cesare Fiono and 
Nigel Mansell following a week of 
reported feuding within the team. 
Prost, after finishing third the prev- 


AT THE 
TRACKSIDE 


ious week and throwing in the 
towel on his title bid, had been 
persuaded to carry on fighting with 
the full backing of “everyone in the 
team”. A team meeting was held in 
the Ferrari garage and a press 
conference afterwards. el Man- 
sell, however, showed few signs 
that he was impressed with being 
asked to drive for the team and not 
for himself. “I only know one way 
to drive,” he said. “I want to w 
and to win here, in Japan and in 
Australia,” 


Mansell avoids Williams talk as Boutsen 
agrees terms with Ligier 

Mansell’s attitude was at odds with 
his performance in the race, of 
course, when he drove supremely 
well as PROST’S supporter. After 
the traumas of Martin Donnelly’s 
accident, however, the last thing 
anyone expected was for Mansell to 
confirm he was going to come out of 
retirement and. switch teams to 
Williams. But that was the strong 
rumour both before and after the 
race, with stories reporting the Isle 
of Man star was poised to sign a $6 
million deal to go to the Didcot- 
based outfit as outright number one 
driver. This, of course, followed the 
news that Belgian Thierry Boutsen 
had agreed a two-year deal with 
Ligier, an announcement made on 
Saturday morning in Jerez. Boutsen 
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said he wanted the freedom of 
influence of Prost at Ferrari and was 
pleased with the offer from the 
French team which will have Re- 
nault engines, of course, in 1992 
Mansell, an early departure alter 
the race, was meanwhile reported 
to be on his way to the Isle of Man 
with Williams commercial director 
Sheridan Thynne in order to sign a 
contract for next season. The fol- 
lowing day all the rumours turned 
to reality with Mansell joining Wil: 
liams for 1991 


‘Mansell in the news ~ at home 

Mansell was also in trouble with his 
Jocal Isle of Man neighbours accord- 
ing to a newspaper from the island 
which circulated in the paddock, It 
reported that the Englishman had 
built a wind-break close to his 
home, incurring the wrath of his 
neighbours and upsetting the local 
bureaucrats because he had done it 
without planning permission. 


Reynard outlines his plans 

On Saturday morning, there was a 
visit to the paddock by Adrian 
Reynard who reiterated his plans to 
run his own Fl team in 1992 with 
the ambition of winning its first 
race. Reynard said he had not 
decided on his engine supplier but 
expected to by the end ofthe year. 
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The next issue of Prix Edi- 

tions will carry in-depth fea- 

tures on the issue of safety in 

Formula 1, In the aftermath 
of Martin Donnelly’s accident at Je 
Tez, it seems worthwhile simply to 
record the reactions of various par- 
ties, without prejudice to anyone, 
and in the interests of opening up 
the debate as the sport’s governing 
body seeks ways of protecting all 
participants. 


A. AN ACCIDENT OF TIMING 


Itwas ironic that the FISA, just a few 
days before Martin Donnelly’s acci- 
dentat Jerez, should issuea statement 
on“SAFETY INCOMPETITION" and 
list actions taken by the sport’s gov- 
ering body. Here is the text of that 
document, and its particularnoteson 
Formula 1:- 


“For the past 12 years SAFETY, both 
ACTIVEand PASSIVE, hasconstantly 
been the subject of new priority regu- 
lations, through the impetus of the 
International Federation and its 
President. Very often, it has been 
under the threat of numerous legal 
proceedings and against the opposi- 
tion of several -and sometimes all - of 
the manufacturers, that the FISA has 
imposed short-term modifications. 
‘The FISA has been alone in conduct- 
ing this campaign, the legal aspects of 
whicharesometimes threatening, and 
indoingsohassaved and willcontinue 
tosave the lives of numerous drivers, 
Much has been said about the recent 
spectacular accidents involving D. 
WARWICK or G. BERGER, but the 
FISA would like to remind you of all 
those areas in which the technical 
regulations have been modified, 
sometimes at the cost of imposing 
heavy expense on the less wealthy 
teams.” 


The statement is signed by FISA Sec- 
retary-General Yvon Leon, and is 
followed by this list:- 


1982- Introduction of thesurvival cell 
(1982 wasa desperate year for Formula, 
with the deaths of Gilles Villeneuve and 
Ricardo Paletti, and theappalling injuries 
suffered by Didier Pironi - Ed.) 
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The Safety 
[sue 


Part 1 
The Reaction 
to Jerez 


1983 - Banning of skirts and imposi- 
tion of the flat bottom 


1985 - Obligation to carry outa frontal 
crash test 


(1986 was another sorry year, with the 
death of Elio de Angelis at Paul Ricard 
testing when the rear wing came off his 
Brabham and the car turned upside down 
as it left the track; and at Brands Hatch, 
Jacques Laffite’s BY career ended when his 
‘egs were seriously injured tn a heawy accident 
‘om the first corner — Eid.) 


1987 - Introduction of valves to limit 
the power of supercharged engines 


1988 - Introduction of lati 
tests for the monocoque sve 


* Moving of the pedal box rearwards 
tobehind theaxis of the frontwhecls 


zs tragedy w) 
Strif tas left partyed bya 
“Season testing in 
being caused by im. 
med tpside-down and 


1990 - Creation of 
Proof ag forthe uel entation: 


tank 
+ Increase of : 

nigh nom 
driver to evacuate in 5 
compulsory under FIS4 control) 


« Improvement of rear Visibility 


# Increase of the dimension, 
safety rollbar SOF th 
« Introduction of the statictest 
safety rollbar Or thy 
+ Introduction of the lateral « 
crash test for the frontal protection 


1991 - Limitation of the dimengi 
the front spoilers ‘ONS of 
+ Obligation for the fuel tank toby 
Iocated between the cockpit and ir 
engine in a better-protected position 


+ Banning of lateral tanks 


+ Improvement of protections for 
lines 


* Increase of the number of static 
tests for resistance to lateral impacts 


B. THE LOTUS REACTION 


Frank Dernie, Technical Director of 
Team Lotus, said he was “appalled” 
by the severity of Donnelly’s crash: 
“Martin's survival from such a high 
speed, head-on impact means that 
FISA’s safety measures built into the 
construction of current Grand Prix 
cars seem to have saved him from 
further serious injury. In absorbing 
the massive energy of the impact the 
composite monocoque was frag” 
mented. Iamamazed thatitis possible 
to survive such an impact; with any 
other kind of material used for the 
monocoque, Martin would probably 
not have survived.” 

The most extraordinary conse” 
quence of Martin’s misfortune 
thebehaviour of Derek Warwick, Wh? 
overcame his apprehensions and 
only got back into his own car but ptt 
it 10th on the grid to match his 
MS litying performance of the yer 

Following Martin’s unfortunate a 
cident”, said Derek, “there were OV 
Stsquestionsastowhether we wa 

continue to comy 

We. When! gotoutofbed ions 
Morning], [didn’t want to race 
at five to ten Twas still discussing 
technical situation of our car ™ 


Frank Dernie and Steve Hallam, Ob- 
viously it has been very difficult for 
us to pinpoint the exact cause of the 
crash, because the car is smashed to 
tiny pieces. But Frank and Steve out- 
lined acouple of possiblecauses which 
were fixed overnightand I decided to 
compete. It was my decision, and 
there had been no pressure put on me 
by the team or the sponsor. 

“The decision was still one of the 
most difficult decisions I've had to 
make. One of the biggest difficulties 
I faced was whether I could take the 
corner where Martin crashed flat-out 
ornot. Icould have looked quite silly 
out thereand leta lotaf people down. 
Thankfully I didn’t, The team have 
pulled together under very difficult 
circumstances and we've come out of 
it with a good grid position.” 

On Sunday, after fighting up to- 
wards the points only to retire with a 
broken gearbox, Warwick’scomment, 
typically, was: “After what happened 
to Martin on Friday, it would have 
been good for the whole team to have 
finished sixth.” 


C. THE OTHER DRIVERS 


Ayrton Senna; “After Donnelly’s ac 
cident, which was a sad moment for 
all of us, Twent to see the place where 
hewasontheground, and when saw 
the immediate consequences of the 
incident by myself and with my own 
eyes it was very difficult to cope with 
it, to retain balance, to understand it 
and to absorb it. I thought about not 
runningagain, but! had someminutes 
on my own, quiet in the motor home, 
and I was able to go through with it. 
They were special moments. 

“On that lap on Friday [just drove 
as always drive. Despite the circum- 
stances. I tried to put itaway from my 
mind, [t was such a major accident, 
you cannot put it away from your 
mind completely. It makes you real- 
ise more and more how fragile you 
are and that something like this can 
happen to any of us drivers, because 
there are risks that are calculated and 
therefore limited, and there are some 
situations which are out of control, 
‘And those situations which are out of 
contra! can happen to anybody, so it 
isa difficult thing to cope with. Butt 


gives you some more self-preserva: 
tive feelings when you go to drive 
next time or when you feel you are 
close to the limits, 

“This is not the most dangerous 
circuit in the world, but it is a dan- 
gerous circuit, We go to 16 different 
places during the year and we go 
through some corners which are not 
compatible with the speed we are 
doing, and here in Jerez as in many 
other places we have problems. There 
are not enough run-off areas at some 
corners and the set-up on this circuit 
at some places is not appropriate for 
having what I would call a minimum. 
safety margin 

"Butasmuchashereis dangerous, 
you can say that Belgium is also dan- 
gerous in some places, not the whole 
Gireuit, You can say Portugal is also 
dangerousin somespots,and youcan 
say that Monza is also dangerous 
when you go through Lesmoin fourth 
or fifth gear, with no run-off area. 

“think as much progress as you 
can make on the cars to prevent inju- 
ries is never enough. And as much 
progress as you can make on the rac- 
ing circuits putting run-off areas ap- 
propriate to the speeds we are doing 
isneverenougheither. Surely ifwhere 
the accident happened there were 
another 50 metres and some gravel 
you wouldn't have seen such a major 
breakage in the car; I think since we 
have 16 races, and there are many 

more circuits applying to get a For- 
mula 1 race in the future and in the 
present, it gives the opportunity to 
the people concerned to consider other 
places who are prepared to offer bet- 
ter facilities for F1 to come there, for 
drivers to race in a safer way and for 
a better show for everybody: 

"Sol think itis possible toimprove 
not only the race circuitbut also the 
car specifications for reasons. 
It is a question of doing the right 
things, not just making changes atl 
doing things, butreally doing theright 
things to make it all happen in the 
right way.” 


Nigel Mansell: “Itakethatcornerflat 
insixth-or [used to, Nowleannot go 
round there without thinking ofitany 
more, | ease off. I would like to see 
that fencing moved back 500 yards.” 


Derek Warwick: “I don’t mean to be 
blasphemous but God was there on 
Friday. I could not believe he would 
survive that, It was the closest I have 
ever been to anything like it, And 
getting back in my car on Saturday 
was the toughest thing | have ever 
done in my life.” 


D. THE PROPOSALS 


AFISA press release dated September 
‘had already outlined the proposals 
on safety and organisation to be dis- 
cussed on October 8. Where Formula 
Lis concerned, the release referred to 
the following changes 


‘A.CARS AS FROM IMOLA 1991 
Extension of the flat bottom from the 
front edge of the complete front wheel 
to the rearmost part of the bodywork 
(in order to cancel downforce). 


+ reduction of front and rear wings 
© new fuel definition 


* increase of the minimum weight to. 
540 kilos in order te also prepare for 
increased cockpit dimensions for 1992 
defined according to a driver's aver- 
age size 


* 1992 new cockpit dimensioms 
B. CIRCUITS 


« modification of the circuit of Buds- 
pest in order to facilitate overtaking 


+ widening of the La Source hairpin 
on the Spa circuit, 


© the Circuit Commission fas been 
given additional instructions tostudy 
any other measures on the World 
Chyarpealap crows 


Other provisions allowed for the in- 
spection of the Magny-Cours circuit 
inFranceonSeptember4, and threat- 
ened penalties for blocking or ob- 
struction by cars about to be lapped. 


had planned to tell you about 
the racing side of things but 
that doesn’t mean a lot after 


what happened recently in 
Spain, Lam writing this shortly after 
Martin’s accident th Accident 
e in the back of everybody's mind 
in motor racing, but you dread it 
happening to anyone — much less 


“One of the most 


your own team-mate. He is a part of difficult things | have 
the family that makes up your team ever done in my life”. 
part of you, and anything that 


happens to him affects you very 
closely 

When I first saw his car I feared 
the worst. I prayed but I could not 
believe anyone could survive it, The 
car had been destroyed in the 
impact. When I found out Martin 
was alive I felt so elated. | am not a 
religious person but that kind of 
thing really makes you believe in 
God. Something, somehow, just 
came along and he was pic 
of there at the right time. 

Getting back into the car was one 
of the most difficult things | have 
ever done in my life. 


nd, arriving 
at the circuit the next morning | 
knew, in my own mind, that I did 
not really want to drive, | 
be assured, first, that the 
ready after the team had b 
until 5 a.m. doing som 
tions and then Thad my doubt 
about driving, fter what had 
happened to a close friend — that 
was a personal thing. It is hard to 
explain ultimately why I did finally 
decide to drive. Some people say | 
was very brave, But perhaps | 
would have been a braver person to 
have said no. No-one put pre 
on me to drive. Richard Grundy 
from our sponsor Camel, said they 
would understand if I decided not 
to — and the team said the same 
We discussed it right up until 15 


dawracttonas 
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minutes before qualifying. It was 
really only then that I finally de 
cided to go out again. The rest of 
the weekend just happened. I don’t 
particularly want to remember any 
part of it. The one thing I hope 1s 
that Martin makes a full recovery 
and, if he wants to, gets back in a 
Grand Prix car again because he is a 
talented lad; take it from me — 
have been racing against him all 
year 

Alain Prost is absolutely right 
when he says that the safety facili 
ties at that circuit are not 
enough. They 
up considei 


zood 


need to be stepped 


bly in several places. 


Motor racing is advancing every 
day and some circuits, like Jere 
are not keeping pace with the 
developments. If they don’t they 


shouldn't be allowed to host a race 
But it is not a 
because the FISA are trying to make 
racing safer and it is 


simple as 


also down to 


! remember thinking 
“this is going to be a 
big one”. 


ams t 


the t play their part. Eve 
body must make an effort 

At Monza I had been very, ver 
lucky when I had my accident at 
Parabolica, We had teste 
before the Grand Prix with t 
generation 
there had 
improvement. in 


Lotus 102 and. real 
performance. It 
was a shame, really, bec 

had pinned our hopes on that car 
and that test. Anyway we decided 
to use the one new car we 
coming around on the first lap | 
a little too close behind Gugeln 
flat in fifth when | lost the 


ound 
effect on the front and the steering 
with it. Once I was on the grass that 
was it, the car was completely c 
control. I remember thinking, 
is going to be a big one”. Thre 
out the accident I didn’t lose 
consciousness. | remember the car 
sliding on its side and thinking how 
long it was taking to stop. I began to 
organise myself mentally and, at 
first, I wasn't sure how quickly to 
get out because I thought the car 
might be hit from behind by one of 
the others. When I realised I had 
got away with it my first thought 
was, “I'm OK,” and then 
the spare 

I started heading for the Lotus 
garage and then realised if I wasn't 
uick I would have to start from the 
pit lane. That would do my chances 
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run. You shou heard the 


uuffered as a re 
to the gnd 


and the 
round the Back oft 

When t got 

Ss faced with the mo t frightey if 
part of all, The FISA ddee 


ical deleg 
y Watkins, or “sig 
wanted t 

d guided me int 


ate, Prof. Sidne 
@S we call him, 
over an 
his medical car on th 
frightened rigid that he 
me race. He talk 
tests and gave 


0 the back of 
grid. 1 was 


wouldnt le 
ed to me, did a fexe 


a few 


50 reliey me the “OK"_ | w, 
like, being Part of all. It was 


somewhere 
here comfo; 


familiar. -_ the office 


table, 
if you like. 


Unfortunately my race car had spe 
cial BP fuel and the spare, in which! 
took the re-start, was much slower 
without it. That's not an excuse: | 
was frustrated to be without the 
extra power because it looked as if 
the accident had affected me ané 
that wasn’t true, 1 wouldn’t have 
even got in the car if that was the 
case. The spare was also a lot mot 
twitchy than the race car and thi 
meant I had to slow up too. In the 
event the car only lasted 16 /P* 
before the clutch went 
When I sat at home afterwar 
‘ally had cause to be grate 
people like, FISA, in particular Jea” 
Marie Balestre, Alain Prost, Jack® 
Stewart and a lot of other driver 
in particular Niki Lauda — Jor * 
they have done to improve salely 
It’s been a bad year but | 
be happy if 1 could end it 
Martin on his way to a full rec 
and I hope to see him in Grane 
facing next year — I'm sure nd 
for everybody at Prix Editions as 
Our readers. What the future he 
for me I haven't decided yet: | he 
‘0 have some news for you ! 
next column 


ds! 


Pris 
aoe 


We set all you amateur lensr 
deadline with the —_ photographi 
competition in our special PE/Ka 
supplement with the British Grand Prix 
re. Any editor would have 
proud of 


1en a keer 


way you alll respond 
and wished his regular contributor 
always did as well! 

The short time we allowed you made 
up-to-date shots virtually i 
but we received an amazing number 


der masterpieces that demonstrated 
how talented some ‘amate 

Attention to detail, mastery of th 
camera's controls and, above all, a 


good eye are not the 
professionals alone, 
‘lof the pictures we received might 


in fact, have been winners, whether 
they showed a touch of imagination ir 
the choice of subject, or treated stan 
dard F1 subjects with a dash of 
difference 


‘Our panel, including Darrell Ingham 
and PE photographer Pascal Rondeau, 
both from the highly-re port 
agency, took some time to an 
short list of 10 before running the 
eyeglass over them all again t 
Which three had that certain 
to sot them apa 
In winning 


jarded Al 


mething 


‘der, the three were 


Fn 

‘Our thanks to Kodak, Ganon and 
‘Sigma for their generous support, and 
to all who entered, and our genuine 
congratulations on the standard of 
work submitted. Keep the shutter fing 


ers working — and watch out for more 
competitions coming into focus! 


n, for his atmospheric shot of Philippe Alot at 
h 1985. Th you will recall, the race that 
but Peter's choice of subject shows you don't 
ake your impact. While the car itself may 
felt that this picture was so different from 


it deserved the nod. Many congratulations to 
D0 to make big shots even easier in future! 
Nigel Keeling of Solihull, with his superb portrait of Gerhard Berger. 


idges' pick of a large number of portrait studies submitted. Nigel wins 
an ta/5.6 200m lens to open up more close-up possibilities. 


P.M. Kerr of Leeds, for his dramatic action shot. Had the Willams 
this might well have been the outright winner — which simply 
timing the professionals use to get sharp results virtually 
a Sigma 28-70mm 3.5/4.5 zoom lens. 


ssandro Nannini’s emer- 
gence as Ferrari’s most 
Wanted man completed one 
of the most remarkable re- 
vivals of this Formula 1 season. Early 
in the year there were knowi 
around the paddock as Nannini la 
boured to keep in touch with his new 
teammate, the suddenly rejuvenated 
Nelson Piquet. “So much for the fu 
ture star”, was the common sneer 

The strain apeared to affect the 
Italian’sdriving, Itseemed theharder 
he tried the more likely it was he 
would go off. There was no question 
the Benetton-Ford had been im: 
proved, Piquet’s results confirmed 
that. 

But then, just as Nannini was be 
ing consigned to the ranks of those 
who flattered to deceive, he began to 
find his way again. By late summer, 
he was even showing Piquet the way 
In Germany he was magnificent, 
beaten only by Ayrton Senna’s inevi- 
table late lunge. In Hungary he was 
again magnificent, only to be put out 
byamoredubious thrust from Senna 
In Belgium, too, he proved a stubborn 
‘opponent for McLaren, jousting with 
Gerhard Berger before having to cede 
third place, 

The world has looked on with re- 
newed admiration, Gordon Messa; 
the Benetton team manager, has 
looked on with immense relief. Mes- 
Sage says: “I think initially Sandro 
was a little blown out of it by Nelson. 
He didn’t really know how to cope 


with the 
a treme 


Nelson helped us 
nount in our testing; 
e draws on his experience. Sandro, 
of course, is far less experienced 
‘On top of that, Sandro had a run 
of bad luck in the first half of the 
season. He had numerous accidents, 
which has not generally been the case 
over the last two or three years. All 
right, in his Minardi days it was quite 
common to see him in the barriers, 


ndous 


but since he's been driving | 
hasn’t had more than the ih 
number of accidents, But in 
forsome reason, he had more} 2%, 
fair share and there is no qrath 
affected him. Sub 

Itcould be that he was pty 
pressure, that hedidn’texpectso, 
from Nelson. Sandro likes 
with people he knows, peop 
whom he feels he has a relation 
and an understanding. He Was a? 
given a new race engineer this yr 
so he needed time to(build yp)! 
relationship as well. But he gety 
fine with Nelson and they hit ct 
very quickly. I must admit 1 yo! 
expecting that tobea problembecayy 
of things I'd heard. In fact, we hay. | 
had none of that. Nelson's fine, }, 
doesn’t presenta problem in thatars, | 
at all. The two of them converse’, 
English and Italian, they laugh and 
joke together and we have no trouble 
with them. : 

“Sandro had one or two good 
performances in between the act: 
dents and gradually the good per. 
formances began to outnumber the 
accidents. Now he’s had one or two 
races where he’s been running at the 
front, running with the best, almost 
certainly with a power disadvantage 
and that has given him the confidence 
heneeded. Ithas brought the best out 
of him. 

“A prime example was when 
Berger tried to overtake him at Sp. 
He actually retaliated. That was 


Ney 
Mi 
‘0 Won, 
ple wi 


something he wouldn’t have done 
before. If he didn’t think he could run 
at that sort of pace he would have let 
the quicker car pass. He isn’t intimi 
dated any moreand he won’ tbe again, 
I'm sure 


‘Acoupleofoff-trackdevelopments 
may also have contributed to the 
making of the more assured, more 
relaxed 31-year-old Nannini, Message 
explains; “He's stopped smoking and 
he's stopped drinking so much es- 
presso coffee. I’ve tried to stop 
smoking and I know how difficult 
that is, He’s done very well. Part of 


the reason for cutting down on the 
coffees theanti-dope regulations that 
are in force now. I think he’s allowed 
three small coffees a day now instead 
of 33.” 

‘Can Nannini, having patched up 
his reputation, go on now to prove 
himselfa winner, evenadrivercapable 
of joining Piquet on the list of World 
Champions? Message is positive in 
his reply: “Yes, I would definitely say 
he is a potential winner. Most defi- 
nitely, I'm sure we don’t have the 
strongest pairing in the pit laneat the 
moment but there aren't many people 
I'd willingly swap them for. Wehave 
Nelson, who has something to prove 
still. People have written him off. I 
think they've now been proved 
wrong. He has been quite desperate 
toprove hiscritics wrong and [believe 
he is doing that 
andro hasn’t proved anything 
yetin the way of Championship wins 
He is honest enough to tell you he 
doesn’t regard his win in Japan last 
year as a true win. He was given it 
because Senna was disqualified: he'd 
much prefer to win a race fair and 
square. Buthe’sa potential winner of 
any race these days, in my opinion. 
Hopefully he'll string a few together, 
then he would certainly be Champi- 
onship material.” 

Championship material for 
Ferrari? The challenge is tantalising, 
yet daunting. Ask Nigel Mansell. 
Alain Prost’s hold ontheteamappears 
total, And when heleaves,thechances 
are Senna will take over. Ferrari's 
tyail through Formula 1 is cluttered 
with the wreckage of broken dreams. 
Only for the very few, the few with 
the strength of character and political 
Cunningeswellas exceptional driving 
skills, does the reality approach the 
dream 

‘As Jackie Stewart observes: “It 
takes a certain kind of man, with a 
certain kind of strength not only to 
survive at Ferrari but to pulll the team 
together. Fangio had it, Lauda had it 
In today’s racing, Prost has it. You 
just have to stand and wateh wi 


they were 


noutfit 
very job OF 
F tackled justabout every 10° 


the then Tolemar 


Form ion and 
squaring up for Forme 


happens in the Ferra 
stand it. Prost has # 


everybody working around him. He eam mana 
has them hanging on his every word. way to becoming taht "21  Taany 
He runs things. F an. And succession to Peet reosage is aT 
thisseason. lamagreatNigel Mansell _luctant team DoS | tab) 
fan, Heisafantastic aggressivedriver, one. He confesses: Tt 
and we'll miss him. Buthe will know _sidestoteammanagemen 
nowthatthereismuchmoretoitthan like at all and that I'm n¢ 

pe item tt rere terested in, I'm talking abo 

knows it too. He willno sp Paolo 

doubt havebeen encouraged todwell I oleae 
onthe cons rather than the pros, F a over in 
theend hisr ths milr situation when Roger Sm9p 
and bold. F . eft Toleman, 1 found myself in tha 
off stayin =aig ape nPeter Ce 
ing the call Y 3, the 
knowledge tala h ma 


dream to dr 
was honou 
of him. 
Benettonand 


Turning down 


dict was surely test 

Benetton’s recovery froma long, d 

and difficu fam 

had gone off s 

fun team; the disc : 

lost their rhythm jeen some 


Message say 
cerned about that 
as a happy team 2 
thing I, as much as anybod 
to hang on to. The 
and they need to en 
the same tim 
is on the way back 
same will happen at the factor 
though that's a little m 
Messa 


deep, natural and sincere 


t be specific 
ttle bit at the start 
e been some aerody 
ements during the 


> doubt introduced 
mework, based 
nits. The 
ins at Witney, 
ire, but Barnard isestablish- 


odalming 


sageagain: The facility 


pould be fully operational by, 
as, Godalming will concen) 
R&D, Witney will run the rac 
and manufacture as much as 


Chai 


in terms of our requirements j,_ 0 


season, including thechassisan4 1 
f the composite items. The 

s made at GodalmY® 
ease the workload. Next so bd 
John’s and it’s well under y 
fferent planet. He's 
ead. His ideas will, I’ 


Wil 
automa 


ext year’s car have 


c 1 wouldn't 
urprised if we saw something yin 
lar. Maybe not next year, but the yar 
after. John is out in front 


and hy 
certainly working hard at staying 

What about the Benetton effort, 
a whole? “At the beginning of i 
season Icertainly thoughtit woul 
a tall order to beat McLaren ani 
Ferrari. I was hoping Ferrari migh 

ot themselves in the foot but they 
haven't. We need to beat W 

hat's the realistic contest. I think we 
race better than Williams generally 
and quite a bit better sometimes 
Qualifying is different: we don'thave 
the power or the fuel concoctions th 
ershave. [think the potential, though, 
isvast. Cosworth are doinga fantastic 
ith the V8, we had the drivers 
and Camel sponsorship sorted out 
very early. Add to that John’s exper 
tise and there’s no limit to what we 
might achieve in the next two years 


Yes, even the Championship.” 


The ultimate high performance oil. 


Fina First is the definitive new oil 
for today's high performance 
engines 

Quite simply it provides your 
engine with the highest possible 
protection. At temperatures far 
beyond the capability of 
conventional oils 

Which is precisely what it was 
created to do 

Because Fina First is a 100% 
synthetic oll. Conceived and 
perfected in our laboratori 
Subjected to rigorous bench tests It 
easily exceeded the industry 
standards. Driven to the limit in the 
European Rally Championship, in all 
weathers, in all conditions. Ensuring 
that your performance engine always 
gets the protection it deserves and 
needs. 

Isn't it time you switched to the 
ultimate high performance oil? 


act puts me on an 


TB. Talking@) :sscemacs 


I will be privy to all the 


mportant 

decisions in technical and sportin, 

matters. So my role w far be 

yond just driving, and I ted 

at that because I feel my personal 

AL experience of Fl can bring quite a lot 
4 to my new team. 


A CASE OF INTERI 7 
BRUISING Pilar 


his new framework to my career, 


but while not trying to whip up 


2 Pierre 
Thierry in conversation with Pierre Van Vijgy popular support, [ want you to know 


as of now how excited I am by the 


challenge. In human terms | have 


tavthatmyWilliams They need to hire a co-ordinator, been through two very difficult sea 

A lot of things have happened since flag, | knew thatday that my ""™ all the separate, eff, ons with Williams. Thinking about 

my lastcolumnand forme, ofcourse, future was in jeopardy motivated units into a it, [feel a bit bruised inside, and I'l be 

nost important is my move to e's proba i Je. The longer term lee? doing my utmost in the last two 

gier for the next two years. Aftera to say I'm sorry about t! a of With the contract for Suse Grands Prix to make them sorry I’m 

1 spell of uncertainty, Iam re- affairs. We went : nly enatnes Racal going! But I don’t regret a thing, and 
lieved to hav jure settled, and testing only to keep ¢ 4 , 


my f 
happy to be joining a team with real 


I'm keen to be about my new task 


potential - one for which I shall be — Head would be the first t oe : Lcan’t end this column without 
giving my all. thas b c Ir einpeiele-c ess in placew ing my best wish tin 
of us ave spent many hour . “et aa Donnelly for a speedy recovery di 
ingatresultsalone,thelast different set-ups. Sothecarshaven't — Ligie we enthusiastic accident before taking radical For 
ns have been very kept pace with the opposition’s de the confidence being she foo years now we have seen rapid ad- PP 
positive. The Canon William pment, and whereas we were able 
Teamenabledmetowinthree _ tofightitoutwithMcLarenand Fe 
Grands Prixand scorenearly70World —_ at the start of the season (in Brazil and 
Championship points, so | can’t at Imola ave gradually give 
complain. With the obvious excep and more ground to our rival 
tion of Prost and Senna, during that If we leave aside the Hungaror 
time! wasthedriver whoscored most track that suits our cars and t 
points and took most victories (the Renault engine particularly well, we 


latter jointly with Mansell), Without 
wishing to open up a fruitless debate 


cenabletohold stat 


July. In Estoril and Jere 


or indulge in petty arithmetic, my once again, we were short on sheer 
teammate Riccardo Patrese cannot performance and, in the case of P 
claim as much, and am along way — tugal, on reliability as well the car 
ahead of him in the Championship - lacks grip, we're loading on saw 
11 points after Jerez. Ifeel Ihave got downforce and wearing cor tree n 
the best out of the Williams-Renault short, it’s a vicious cinch 
and given of my best i Despite t 

inevery case, As pite the regular recurrence of 
anenthusiastic professional, haven't all these problems, have shat 
stinted on private test days, toc tience and loyalty towards my ee 
of them sadly unproductive ployers. Despite persistent me co 
the Portuguese Grand Prix I decided to wait end hen Our 


> wait and ho 


Pe for results 


mother three days at Buday 
- t Budap along with the h 


back-to-back testing, wi 
suspension car. In a word, | dor 
think anyone can level any criticism 
at me 


to improve 


thin the team. Sadly. it 


manager Ortw 


the active 


Podlech decide n 


Obviously working withinateam — thathadbeen come " 
while you are unsure ourown of September. ethestart 
future is very difficult. But 1 


refused to let myself be unsettled 


concentrated as much as I could 
my driving. I think the way I won the 
Hungarian Grand Prix from pole po- 
sition proved I could win racesif Ihad 
the equipment to do the jo 
following that win I don’t 


ctive. | 
Up in Esto} 


Even 


vel | way ; 
1Ow impre 


given thecredit I deserve. Despite the in 
hug tion of having led atough ys onl 
race from green lig) hequered tings L 


TO 
PRIX EDITIONS 
READERS 


A unique opportunity for you 
to obtain a copy of the 
special souvenir Official 
programme celebrating the 
500th Grand Prix. 


This year's Australian Grand Prix 

s the 500th race since the World 

Championship started four 

decades ago — and Prix Editions 
proud to be producing the 

Official Programme for this 


asion 


The Official Programme will be a 
collector's item, packed with 
features on F1 history, technical 
development, the names that have 
made Grand Prix racing the 

st show on earth— and, of 
course, the battle for the 1990 
title 


!f you can’t be at the party, you 
| CAN have the Official 
OFFICIAL Programme that thousands of 
PROGRAMME Adelaide spectators will enjoy. 
Make sure of your own piece of 
Grand Prix history: order your 
Copy of this unique F1 publication 
NOW! 


xp. 
Date 
Card No. 
4 a 
2(5) | ] 
Peat eattrl Programme(s) a a iF 
Price (inc. post and packing): U.K. £3.95 ea. Name 
Europe (inc. Eire): £4.45 ea 
Rest of World (airmail): £6.70 ea ‘Aédtess: 
Payment Method: Cheque/Postal Order (U.K. Only)" 
International Money Order* 
“Orders Payable o First Frost Lid. Sinai : Date: = 
Credit Card: Access (order not valid unless signed) 
Visa 
Diners Send this order to; First Frost Ltd. 
American Express Lyon Road, Windsor Avenue 


Wimbledon SW19 2SE 
Order by Phone: 081-540-2396 and quote your credit 


Total Amount of Order: £ card details 


any money left. I had a very 
salary, Which was really no prota 
to pay. They consistently qa 
to Pp de 
payment, ingthatthey didnt 
joney. But all the director 
pany had paid themselve 


STS = 


motto of many a racing drive 


The Other 


said, ‘Now I just want my mol 
Teamowner Jean-Pierre) Vane 
Mid to me, ‘Look, I will give ee 


tunately, Bertrand Gach 


doing a lot of waiting this ye 


failed to pre-qualify his ' You 

peaerrespalty Nace ' million dollars next year if youu 
sotarts Fa) Batam ’ ake your salary this year gs 
Miia isaid, ‘No, I want the money, 
Saat epeel ear, Ineed itto live’ Thenext yey 


eee Dyfi Guclot [Pea 


a few laps during a one-ho 
ny 


on Friday morning is a frustrat riend. didn’t go to Bel 
4 d 30 to Belgium thy 
ordeal, But Gachot has sur week, There wasa press release eit 
coevativiven Ein Birpa nothing bad at all. But they 1 


self for not gettin Y just 


my temper, or 


sed that to put me out 


Gachot threatened to put an jy 


Roe AS : tionagainst theteam. Van Rosse 
i Yasvoulbobeve tn b then gave him a letter promising soy 
T have been successf y racing DAN KNUTSON erance pay but the money never, 
career. | won championship ived 
was always in front - at s So it was then that Gachot joing 
the battle for the champic Coloni for the 1990 season, Despite 
year is completely the opr he lack of success, the team spirit has 
tough, P ys earlier kept everyone motivated. : 

: Also, the Coloni team is a com fi saying that he The team is not competitive : 
pletely newsituation forme. Last e that had Gachot says, “but it is a Formula | “4 ad therest tosurvive, ittak : cin 
Bikcrrarliveithi@hnesd vaio! z team. I'm still here. And I have the Politics itd hens Oroe7V¢S aaaree a wns, me Bel an be <ause 1 drive under a 
competitive car but ee k ys orn 0 prove that Lam doin ig of driving and racing, gitliriend Catherine Palmer Gachot wasspeaking atthe Belgian 
faecal byiitairas “ a dil od jo Gachot says his best racing memorie Lused toneve Grand Prix. Itwasa timeof year when 
This year was com ff they didn’thave ‘Coloni try to do the best they can, and experiences so far were he the races,” Gachot sa’ many drivers were trying to finalise 

This ye aa in a , but they don’t have the means of do- lower formulae, met Kate at the races. seats for next year, and the lucky ones 
new battle as the Color ing a good job. A team I really enjoyed FF2000 and ing for Marl like Senna and Prost had already 
team tried to run the like Ligier has 125 peo: 3000,” hesays. “I haven’tdonemuch igned contracts, What were Gachot’s 
Subaru flat 12, The en: ple. We are maybe 25 or racing in Formula One, When you're thoughts for the 199] season? 
gine, however, neec 30. Formula One is just at the bottom of Formula One, it’s bother me Thave a lot of plans and a lot of 
more development, and too complicated, Our difficult to actually race, becatise you sors and the guest thoughts,” he said, “I wish I could 
Coloni switched to For mechanics are eX think, I drive for one hour and a half, ish. Gachot’snation- _ havetheopportunity tadosomething 
Cosworths — halfway hausted. Everyone is tt twoguysoutof three will fallout with [have a French pass- good and again be in the limelight 

mechanical failures, and I need to get he says. “Iwas born That is what it is all about: getting 


ally pushing it, The only 
thing that keeps them 
going is that these peo 
pleare real acing people 


bourg, [haveaGerman mother. And good results and having people be 


through the season 
nch,Ger- convinced that you can do the job for 


Meanwhile Onyx 
Gachot’s old team, was 
deteriorating and head 
ing for collapse 

Gachot and Onyx 


to the finish.’ So, you don’t drive the 


Ilivein England. | 


same way as when you're driving a Si 
Formula Ford for 25 minutes and all man, English an They call them. 

eae the guys have the same engine, same 1Pe | 
wey te eae cars and the same tyres. Thats good 


both made their Granc Bs 
Prixdebutelastyear tie racing, and. they, Wil What does he drive on the road? 
Bribe utitanson eventually makeitl 4, J "Like most Formula One drivers 
were teammates on the sachotdid manage Gachot says, “Ihave a 500 Mercedes. 
Meister Onye tam putin some time belie Usually, though, I drive an Alfa 
Gachothad graduated to the wheel of a racing Romeo 164 
FI after a successful this year when he drov® When he was at Onyx Gachot 
at Le Mans with Malt drove a Ferrari Testarossa... compli 


imb through the For 


mula Ford, Formula 3 “iewas a at ments of Van Rossem. 
and Formula 3000 ranks, rience,” he says: “Hl I didn’t use the Ferrari very 
As he said, the first half Formula One takes # © much,” Gachot says. “If you drive a 
of 1989 was a struggle of time, When Subat Ferrari whieh is not yours, you don’t 
but Onyx consistently Coloni signed a oT ie 1 happy Ink you have a Fock 

proved hme at the because it's R Ferrari, and you 
alte tract with me Beam worked for it, and you're successful, 


Johansson empha ginning of the ye 
5 8 © ode 's oka’ jut when someone 

sized the pointby scoring fold me to be ready 104 is okay, But when someone g 

a third place in Portugal sting, But WE you a Ferrari and tells you to g 

oa tee we a lot of tease pose withit.it’snofun. The Testarossa 


never did it, 
had a lotmore 
T expected, But bey, 
me, when you have 


By that time, however, 
Gachot was no longer 


isa big, heavy car, 50 you really can’t 


rime that 


go too fast 
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Ml omen,” mused 
Ivan Capelli with 

a smile. “They are 

a problem for rac 


problem. It is 


for us because of 


ing drivers. A seri 
very difficult thi 
our job. | am not 1 
think I can get married easily! Maybe 
later, but not now while I am racing, 

It is one of the hardest and most 
difficult parts of 
a lot of women are just not 
follow orunderstand the Form: 
driver. Not because we are mad... bu 
because our life is very hard. The 
travel, the hours, the work. Itis hard 
for a woman and it is very hard tc 
have a relationship. 

Most long-range observers of 
Grand Prix racing might find it diff 
cult to reconcile Capelli’s plain' 
cry with the popular image of drivers 
as playboy millionaires with a cham 
pagne lifestyle and girls in every pit 
lane. But what Capelli is articulatir 


married and I don't 


he job really because 
ple to 


laOne 


is the serious side of life on the circuit, 
a year-round grind of endless trave 
test sessions, races, public relations 
appearances and lonely hotel bed 
room: 

For the Leyton House driver, dis 
appointed this year at not being able 
to sustain a run of competitive 

hidd 


formances, the probl 
away by his sheer profession 
his talent, his tremendous sense of 
humour and his devoted and sup 


The Serious 


ine 0 


fan Copel 


by 
TIMOTHY COLLINGS 


h as his mother 
would prob: 


ry and settle 


an knows his immediate fu 
is wrapped up in Formula One 
despite ambitions to find a seat 
stitle-challenging toprank team 


jams, another year 
He hopes, 
ththeteam 
jer engine will 


Ben 


nable them to break out of the 

st next year and supply ja 
J Italian with a car capahja! 
Joing justice to his widely hd 


Ad ming 
talent. ed 
Ambitionand talent, howeye 

ay 


antee of success for male 
cin, 


drivers unless they are accompany, 
byanothereven more crucialingn 
ent-luck. And in lvan's case, for jgg 
at least, it looks as if the Ferrari driy 
ne dreamed of has passed him pe 
with Jean Alesi obtaining the sea, 2 

It has not happened,” he adm. 
ted. “Not yet. Ferrari told me t 
like they told everyone. The situation 
was very difficult for sucha long ting: 
with Mansell and Alesi. But they 
(Ferrari) told me that if there wag 
another team asking to have my sig 
nature I should let them know 

If there is disappointment in 
Capelli’s voice, it is hard to discern 
ashereviewsthe longest “silly season? 
in Formula One history. “Lalso talked 
to Williams, but then they went totry 
and sign Senna who is obviously the 
quickest man at the moment in For 
mula One. And then of course they 
had Alesi under contract too. But! 
havenotsaid I wanted toleaveLeyton 
House definitely. I just wanted free 
dom to look around, 

Really, I want to be with a team 
which will give me the possibility or 
the chance to challenge for the 
Championship, to be competitive 


Wait, 


through all 16 races. Notjust one race 
or two races like France and maybe 
Silverstone or like Portugal two years 
ago. It is not enou 
‘After four years in Formula One, 

I think I am old enough and wise 
enough to have a chance to fight for 
the Championship and not compete 
only in two or three races a year. I 
want to beat the front for 16 races not 
one or two. I donot mean that Leyton 
House donot have the sameambitions 
and I know they have put together a 
good package for next year with the 
Imor V10. It is a great package. But I 
want to feel sure about it all.” 

Clearly, forCapelli, thereisastrong 
feeling that he is now approaching 
the peak years of his career. If he 
cannot makea breaknow and become 
atitle-chasing driver, he may soon be 
caught by the younger drivers enter- 
ing Formula One every year, intent 
on setting the game alight just as he 
wanted to himself when he first ar- 
rived in 1987 after winning the Inter 
national F3000 Championship the 
previous year 

It was in those early years that 
Ivan first showed the tremendous 
natural driving ability which had 
dictated the course af his career, lur- 
ing him into Formula One and away 
fromothersportsafter being tempted, 
as a youngster, to seriously examine 
his prospects as a professional foot 
baller, Born in Milan on May 24, 1963, 
he grew up ina close family in which 
he was, and remains, influenced by 
his father Graziano. His first love was 
soccer and he plays regularly still 
during the winter off-season from 
motor racing. 

“Ttis our only break,” said Ivan. “I 
use it to follow my business interests 


inMilanwherethereisa Leyton House 
office run by my father. [am the Vice- 
President of this office. Also, Thold 50 
per cent of the shares in a BMW deal- 
ership with a good friend of mine. I 
love this work and I love the cars. 

“I also like to keep busy in the 
winter keeping my body fit by play- 


"| want to change 
team but only to one 
of the hest, to wina 

Championship. It's 
the same with women 
for me." 


ing soccer, or tennis, jogging and ski- 
ing, Soccer iseasily my favouritesport 
because I have always loved it 

‘Between 10 and 14 I played fora 
team called Prosesto, from here near 
Monza, and we won the regional 
championship. | played left-winger 
and my heroes were Oleg Blokhin of 
the Soviet Union, Eder of Brazil and, 
ofcourse, Gigi Riva. Hewas the great- 
est number 11 of Italy. 

“But the problem for me was that 
Iwas, unfortunately, alittle too small 
in comparison with the other players 
of my age. I know when I played 
against International or Milan, they 
had boys with moustaches or 
beards...It was very difficult. But 
everyone in Ttaly loves soccer and 
during the World Cup I watched all 
54 of the matches on television except 
for four. 

was in Milan when Italy played 
Argentina in the semi-final and lost. 1 
was-very, very, very, very, verysad. It 
was bad. The next day was the end of 
the World Cup for us and no-one 
talked about it any more. There wasa 
huge reaction everywhere in Italy 

Fortunately for Ivan, his life re- 
volves around cars and not soccer 
nowand theday after taly’sdefeathe 
‘was preparing to fly to Marseille and 
the French Grand Prix where he fin- 
ished second, his best result of the 
year. 

Racing cars had taken over from 
soccer in his imagination during the 
period he played for Prosesto. His 
father took him to Monza for the first 
time when he was 11 and thissparked 
off an interest in karts. At 14, he 
claimed the Junior National Cham- 
pionship and he was on the way ina 
career which saw him enter Formula 
Three in 1982, enjoying two success- D> 


Ug aa Rote 


49 


ith Enzo Colon 
984. Mi 
in 1985, 


fulyearsy 
3 in 1983 and 
intervened bri 


ill managed to win at the 
in Formula 3000 and 
pyaninvi 


Osterreich 
wasrewarde 
a Tyrrell-Renaul 
ila One races. He 
fourth place in Au 
launching his career 

The follow on the 
Formula 3000 title in a Genoa Racing 
March and also ran in three Formula 
Two races in Japan, under the spon: 
sorship of Akira Akagi of Leyton 
House who stayed with and backed 


tion todrive 


wo end-of-year 


sponded by 
ralia and 


year he w 


him when hejoined the revived March 
team in 1987. He has been with the 
team, now re-named Leyton Hou 


the 
andidly admits. As 


ick to seri 
hips only oto re ra rei 
of only light-hearted roman avout 


replied: “Yen feared Fomances, hy 
I tried both, Truly 
have. But,asthave said, there rey 
stress for the here isa big 


man either 


has to be alon 
motor home or in the hot 


We talk alot and travel 


thereisnot much t 


ay. Alot 
e in th 


of the time 


tand 
me. And then after 


nonly give away a few 
ening and then he is 
tired out from 
ery difficult fe 


stress of thet 
the womanbe, 
p to rechar 
but she wants that toc 


put at the same time, if yc 
he woman with you 


mething b 


have-ifyou 


nd not 
The only 


isis to love yo 


or this you nee 


much and 


xplained. “My ideal 
be like them, but bet 
said. “It is hard t 
they must be better 
team but 


one of the best, to win a 


It is the same wil 


nship. 
n for me. I only want to 
ip like this with someone 
pecial for me 

thoughts come a 
as observ 


Ivan Capelli 


on his chassis sett 
Ifhew 
iriver, he said, he would likt 
1 film camera-man, making 
and working in the medi 
fis sister is a dancer and his fathet 
wolved in photography and there 
trong sense of creativity in I 
Pelli clan of which Ivanis proud! 
has helped him remain interested 
many aspect side ™ 


confines 


mance of his tyre 


of life or 


beyond the 
Formula One. A funn’ 
4 often wild sense 0” 
mour, he alsc 
ambi 


a ae 


hallenge for the ¥ 
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GLASS 
ETCHING 


replace all 
glass 


Autoglass are on hand to keep the 
motorists of Britain on the move. 


we expertly replace all vehicle 
largest crane, passenger coach or truck, 
family runabout or grand tour king 24 hours 
day and night, the Autoglass organisation is contacted 
simply by telephoning them — direct and free on 


0800 36-36°36 
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The name says it all - the number gets it done 
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50, Clifton House, Goldinglon Road, Bedtord 


hen you look into the pits 


and garages ofa Formula 

One team these days it 

seems that they are over 
flowing with people wearing the team 
uniform. Yet although the garage 
seems to be filled wall-to-wall with 
the team’s colours, it actually repre 
sents only the tip of the iceberg, Le 
than one-quarter of a Formula One 
team’spersonnel travels toeachGrand 
Prix, The rest remain back at the fa 
tory which is far from the noise and 


glamour of a Grand Prix. 


So how many people does it take 
to build and maintain two Formula 
One cars? In the case of Leyton House 
ing the number is 137, and only 
13001 
tan idea of just what it takes 
{and co Id an Fl team we 
visited the Leyton House factory. Ou 
tour wasarranged by one of the team’s 
sponsors, Phillips Car Stereo, and by 
Andrew Burslem. Our “tour guides’ 
were Les Taggart, the Commercial 
Managerof Leyton House Racing, and 
Reg Connor, the General Manager of 
Leyton House Marketing 
The Leyton House fa 
one hour's drive north of London. 
Located in an industrial estate on the 


hose travel to the races. 


outskirts of Bicester, it’s conveniently 
close to Silverstone. Right across the 
street is the Reynard factory, which 


will be fielding a Formula One team 

in 1992, and the Leyton House F3000 

shop is nearby as well 
We meet in the conf 


ence room where Taggart 
explains to us that we can 
only take photos of certain 
things during our tour 
Leyton House, like all For 
mula One teams, is very 
security-con: 

The Leyton House For- 
mula One team has grown 
three times in size since 
1988, In about 12 months 
the team plans to move into 
a larger factory in the same 
area 

Our first stop is the 
drawing office where 
15 designers and eng 
work, under the direction 
of design director Chri 
Murphy, Needless to say 
close-up photos were not 
allowed of the plans on the 
drawing, boardst 

Next door to the draw 
ing office is a room which 
stores the front and rear 
wings required for differ 
entarcuits. Each front/nose 
wing costs £10,000. Think 
about that next time yousee 


Works Outi 
The Leyton House 


Factony 


a driver crunch his car's nose during 
a race. And with an all-new aerody 
namic package on the 1991 car, the 
wings used in 1990 will be useless 
Next we visit the electronics sec 
tion where the telemetry system is 
developed and maintained and other 
electroniccomponentsarebuilt. From 
therewegototheCad/Cam computer 


The £750,000 system lets 
nan entire 


room. The tS the 
Sesigners de ar in the 
form of a computer model, They c= 
alsoexperiment with different design. 
and ideas. When we are th = 


for 
example, the computer has an image 
erithe new llmor VIO engine wet 


transverse gearbox (which the team 
will run next year) fitted into the 1999 
car. Thecomputer makes things e 


-sier 
for the designers. Recently 


for ex, 
ample, they realised that the enging jn 


ext year’s car will have to be 21mm 


hig 
Allit took was pushing a few buttons 
and the new design’ appeared on the 
computer screen. 

Leyton House manufactures many 
of its race car parts ‘in house’. For 


than the plans had called for 


example, the team machines its own 

suspension uprights and hubs, 
at the gearbox case is manufactured 
by another company. From a strict 
business point of view, building parts 
in house isn’t economical because the 
machines aren't running 24 hours a 


day as they would be in a regular 
factory. But it does mean that Leyton 
House ca 


have the parts when it 
needs themand doesn’t have to worry 
about the schedules and quality from 


le contractor. 

years ago the race mechanics 

used to rebuild parts of the car suchas 
arby 

ry-based mechanics rebuild and 


es themselves. Now fac 


repair everything, so the race me 
nics merely need to 
the fresh parts. This 
division of labour is one 


insta 


reason why Formula One 
teams have grownsolarge 
in recent years. 

Everyone is paid a 
monthly salary, nota per 
hour wage. While the fac 
tory tries to maintain 
regular working hours, @ 
shift can stretch late into 
the night at times. 

Now the tour takes 05 
to the race shop, a larg 
area where the race cats 
are worked on betwee 
races. The team has four 
cars-two racecars, aspare 
and a test car, The !We 
Leyton House transport 
ersare parked justoutsid® 
and the cars can wnloa 
directly into the race shoP. 
Here wesee many familiar 
faces because the m¢ 
re the same Pe 
ple who travel to all the 
Grand Prix events. Thre’ 
mechanics are assigned '° 
cach of the three cars. 
truck has two drivers. a™ 


chanic 


iach 


between races they makesure that 
re-stocked with al 


ailers are 
travres and equipment needed for the 


next GP. 
The mechanics usually fly home 
on the Sunday night after the Euro- 


pean Grands Prix. They have one 
fwo days off before the trucks arrive 
back at the factory. The mechai 
then work at the factory until the 
trucks leave on the Monday or Tues 
day before thenext race, After anoth 
day or two off, the mechanics fly to 
the track on the Thursday before the 
next GP. Leyton House bought 26 V8 
Judd engines for £58,000 each, and 
they aresentbackto Judd forrebuilds. 
The team takes 10 engines to each race 
while the other 16 are in a rebuilding 
rotation sequence. Each rebuild costs 
£15,000. 

Off to one side of the shop are the 
undertrays which have been taken off 
the cars. These are not simple “floors 


for the cars: they create some 80% of 
the car’s downforce and cost £10,000 
each, They take such a beating that a 
new undertray must often be fitted 


for each race 
After two or thre 
work is stripped and re 
body partsare then weig 
that too much paint wasn’t applied: 
extra paint means extra weight 
Next we visit the fabrication and 


races the body 
inted. The 


id toensure 


welding shop where many other 
“metal” parts are built. Pethaps a 
better word than “built” would 
created”, for here we witness true 
works of art being formed. 
Theareacontainsa machine w 
is used to test suspension, You fit t 
suspension to it and the machine will 
simulate the braking and cornering 
loads that will occur on the track 
Another machine performs a similar 
function for the dampers 
Here we also see new radiators 
being prepared forinstallation. These 
are built outside the factory and then 
modified by Leyton House. The ra 
diators are replaced after two races 
because the cooling fins eventually 
become bent, and that means the ears 
will run 10 to 15 degrees hotter 
__ Next we visit the inspection area 
Everythings “100% inspected” before 
it’s installed on the cars. Machines 
that can measure parts within a tiny 
fraction of a millimetre are d to 
ensure that all the parts meet exact 
Specifications. After a mice the sui 
nsion parts are tested for cracks 
n electronic crack testing, Pro 
cedure knownas Zyglo or Magnillux 
The suspension, like all parts of 
the car, has a “life”. After a certain 
Period - which varies for each part 
the part is replaced with a new on 


ich 
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tuart Turner is the director re- 

sponsible for Ford of Europe's 

Motorsport activities and he 

admits that he has strong 
feelingsabout Formula One. “My job,” 
he explained in a recent interview, 
“involves everything but Grand Prix 
racing, for which I often kneel by my 
bed and thank God.” 

A master of the withering tongue- 
in-cheek remark, Turner has fre. 
quently used his refreshingly cynical 
viewson Formula Oneand its precious 
habitues to illuminate many a bril 
liant after-dinner speech. But, that 
said, motor sport remains a passion- 
ate interest and, if Grand Prix racing 
Were to run into hard times, Turner 
would be the first to recognise the 
detrimental effect this would have on 
the sport as a whole. He does not 
hesitate, therefore, to voice concern 
over the apparent lack of interest 
shown by Formula One in matters of 
the environment. 

In that same interview with Phil 
Llewellin, published in The Independ- 
ent last September, Turner said: “No 
matter what type of motor sport you 
areinto, youcan'tafford tobeanything 
other than very aware of the envi- 
ronmental considerations,” 

Turner was alarmed, but scarcely 
surprised, to discover that a recent 


Fuel for Thought: 
Is Formula 1 


Enroironmentallt 
Unsownd? 


by 
MAURICE HAMILTON 


motor rally in Germany was badly 
disrupted by the Greens invading a 
special stage. How long, he asks, will 
itbe before the environmentalists see 
Grand Prix racing as a very public 
platform for their cause? The starting 
grid of any Grand Prix, with the cam- 


eras of 30 and more nations focy., 
upon it, would provide the pers 
setting for a surprise demonstragie* 

Of course, we know that Gra” 
Prix racing is not as anti-social ao" 
critics might believe but, in the oya®® 
of attention being focused upon tt 
would it not be better for the sport 
be seen to be doing something Posi, 
tive? That, at least, was the gif ot 
Jette sent in July by the Ford Mon 
Company in Detroit to Jean Marie 
Balestre. 

Ford outlined their view thy 
Grand Prixracing isin danger oflosing 
its direction at the expense of 4? 
ecological programmes being f, 
voured by the motor industry jy 
general. Ford also claimed that the 
quest forout-and-out horsepower, the 
ultimate aim of Grand Prix engine 
manufacturers at present, may oven. 
tually bring Formula One into disre. 
pute at a time when the rest of the 
world is placing greater emphasis on 
fuel efficiency and environmental 
sensitivity 

As we go to press, Ford, to our 
knowledge, have not received reply 
from President Balestre. But Lou 
Lataif, president of Ford’s European 
division, and Alan Gilmour from 
Ford’s HQ in Detroit, visited the 
Hungarian Grand Prix to discuss their 


~ 


concerns with Bernie Ecclestone. 
Doubtless they chose their words 
carefully when mentioning the envi 
ronmentsince Camel had chosen that 
weekend to announce a major spon- 
sorship package with Benetton-Ford 
That, say Ford, was purely acommer- 
cial decision made by Benetton. Inan 
interview with Mark Fogarty in USA 
Today, Gilmour said; “Smoking is an 
individual decision. It'snotadecision 
for the whole world, like ecology.” 

Nonetheless, the Formula One 
sceptics dug deep for an ulterior mo- 
tive. It was the same when John 
Barnard weighed in with a highly 
contentious argument over the fuels 
currently being used in Grand Prix 
racing 

According to Barnard, technical 
director of Benetton-Ford, Formula 
One is racing blindly into an area of 
development which may be environ- 
mentally unsound, Barnard says not 
enough is knawn about the special 
fuels which the teamsare using inthis 
Telentless pursuit of engine power 

Barnard’s use of phrases such a5 
‘fairly anti-socialstuff ,andareference 
tomechanics’ skin being left ‘red-raw 
aftercontact with fuel, drewaninstant 
Teaction from Shell, suppliers to 
MeLaren-Honda. In a press release 
issued at the British Grand Prix, Shell 
said: ‘We agree wholeheartedly that 
Formula One cannot ignore today’s 
concerns with theenvironment...Shell 
Formula One fuels and lubricants 
contain constituents which are found 
in products used in day-to-day mo- 
toring and we can confirm that the 
fuels and lubricants used at Honda 


Marlboro Me 
hone McLaren require no addi- 
Precautions to those 

mended for the handling and wo 
normal consumer fuele® 2 Use OF 

n er fuels 

BP took the m 
Journalists wer 
search headquarters in = 
where Gus Reid, the alee 
Srdinator, did not mince his word 
We test the fuels here and, if they 
Were dangerous, we wouldn’t be ai 
lowed to test them here,” says Revd 
It Wouldn't be our decision either 
This site is. Subject to very strict inter. 
National criteria of safety standards. If 
Wweoverstepthemark, then they could 
close us down; simple as that 

Certainly, when you visit the 
Sunbury centre safety is very much 
to the fore almost, it se ms to the 
outsider, to a pedantic degree, But 
this is not superficial window-dress- 
ing for the visitor. Safety is a way of 
life- whichis why Reid blanches when 
he recalls some of the methods used 
in the pit lane 

The things they do in Formula 
One would notbetolerated anywhere 
in our industry. For a start, there 
should be no smoking anywhere near 
the pit lane orin the garages. And the 


hattera stage further, 
Te invited to the 


“The things they do 
in Formula One 
would not be 
tolerated anywhere 
in our industry.” 


ventilation in the garages is not good, 
‘not good at all. With regard to these 
complaints about the handling of the 
fuel, there is no health risk if the fuel 
is handled in the recommended man: 
ner. That's exactly the sameas itis for 
any forecourt staff in everyday busi- 
ne 


BPalsorefuteBarnard’scomments 
that their racing fuel contains special 
additives. “Notso,” says Peter Histon, 
the fuels manager at BP. “There is 
nothing in our race fuel that doesn’t 
appear in our commercial products 
and, furthermore, BP’s racing fuel 
compares with a typical four star on 
emissions” Histon points out that 
there are over 123 constituents in 
gasolene. There are no additives nec 
essary because the key factor is know- 
ing how to mix these companents in 
order to give the Formula One engine 
manofacturers what they want. 

But John Barnard sees the use of 
special fuels as an unwelcome effect 
‘of regulations which he feels are to 
the detriment of the racing itself. He 
draws a comparison with the final 
years of turbocharged engines, "At 
that time, we were getting tothe point 
where, unless you had a turbo engine 
backed up by an enormous research 
and development programme, you 
had no chance whatsoever; you were 
in a different league. Okay, it was 
technology atahigh level but itwasn’t 
good racing and I think the declining, 
spectator figures reflected that 

“So, they banned turbos. But now 
anothernew avenue hasbeenallowed 
todevelop - unlimited fuel consamp- 
tion and the wide open technical P 


who can afford the a 
and development departments be ‘ 
able tocommand what fuel they wai 


rd if Grand Prix racing 


regulated,” Bar 
thing, we should be using uel thats pam 't simply stand Ol 


buy at the 


cil rr eclae Le an island an 

ne anlar in part we want is | 
Rearing therestbehinds tad power and sod the 
bring the team 7 ! 


rest ¢ 


terms of performance; th 


ban on turbe 


isnocoincidence that F 


forwardasimilarar, 
work close 


claimsare 

indignation in the paddock a 
Ho: 

muzzle mazimum f 

high altar of Formula O; 


what is considered t 


edge of autc 
Ford's apparent altruis 


bound to be viewed with deer " ms both 

cion. What's in it for the m 
‘Asamotorm 

that simply chasing power 


y beso, but what about 
Lin Formula One? | 
the 10-and 12 
es have dominate 


that the Ford engine has amen 


teylinders? Cynics will say th 
© motivating force behind what 


id be interpreted as a cla 


more powerful 10-and 12-c 


are anti-social 


Not atall,” Kranefuss says, “Yes, 


havea V8engineatthe moment 
but we are not committed to that 
ncept. We have been looking at 10. 
and 12-cylinderengines for some time 
What we are saying is that there 
should beanew challenge-to develop 


ars of outstanding efficiency judged 
not just by en 


gine or chassis, butasan 


overall package. Smaller cars, lighter 
ars, cars which are just as quick but 
consume less fuel.” Although he 


would not comment on the fact, it is 


‘Barnard also has str 
the question of angling Gra 
racing fuel ¢ \ 
hould bel at eff : 
n brute force. Weshou! ; 
maximuma 
now let’s see who can get the be 
performance from 
an't afford to be seen to be build 
engines which are not efficient 
And I don’t think the excuse 


relevant that a fuel consumption for 
mula isa bad thing. People will pe 
to the turbos in yu 

that can’t be den 
fantastic strides that brough 
engi nent and the fa 
mains that, even today, it is a 
consumption fe 


mula of sorts because 


each team will put as little fuel into 
thecarasthey think they can getaway 


As for your argument that Ford 
areonly saying this because they have 
a V8, we don’t know which engine 
configuration will be best when it 
comes to fuel efficiency, If power is 
the ultimate demand, then you have 
tosaya 12-cylinder engine is best. But 
if you are looking for more power 
from less fuel, it becomes a more dif- 
ficultand complex technical decision 
And that, surely, is what Formula 
One is supposed to be all about, 

But we can’t just ignore the fact 
that the world around us is talking 
ecology, Grand Prix racing can’t 
mply stand on an island and say all 
we want is brute power and sod the 
rest of you.” 

Stuart Turner, however, issues a 
final note of caution, "We must keep 
in step with the rest of the world 
regarding the environment,” he says, 

Hutitsequally important nottoover- 
react. For instance, you could prove 
that fishing actually uses far more 
petrol than motor sport because there 
are literally millions of anglers. But 
the problems, nobody would believe 


you.” 
Pe] 


590 


t was an uncharacteristic start to 
the World Championship 
Silverstone was warm and sunny 
On May 13, 1950, the most col 

ourful sport spawned by the twenti 

eth century gained official status when 

21 cars assembled on the starting grid 

at a former RAF airbase in North 

amptonshire 
In the presence of Their Majesties 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, 
the 1950 British Grand Prix inaugu 
rated anannual sporting spectacle that 
has since spread to al 
continent, visited over 20 countr 
and generated a globi 


500 Times 
But Never 


st every 


Quite This Wa 


televis 
dience now numbered in billic 

And this year Adelaide - a mere 
10,000 miles or so from 


will stage the 500th race in 
Championship history, From th 


fields of England to the streets and 
parklands of South Australia’s lovely by 
capital, Formula 1 has indeed come STUART SYKE 
long way - and never will a Gran 
Prix’ have been staged in quite this 
way! 
RoarEnergy”hasbeenthetheme 4 programme that may give food for 


of this year’s d Prix 
build-up, and asalways, the 
organisers have laid ¢ 
menu to please anyone with an ap- Prix 
petite for motor racing. From aper 
tifs like the spectacular 

landmark Eagle on the Hill hote 
the main course itse 5 
~there isa four-day fea: 


ustralian Gray 


vals on the For- 
scene, like Phoenix, or those 
mstojoin the list ofGrand 


ea blend of 
here both men 

cerned. The 
won the 
ampionship 


Two laces of Adelaide B - 


Grand Prix will be specially aj, 
freighted to Australia to head the py, 
rade of historic Formula 1 cary, 
pageant taking in the whole of Gran 
Prix racing’s development over fou, 
decades. 

And the greatest driver of them, 
all, Juan Manuel Fangio, will be on 
hand as one of a host of former Wor}y 
Champions gracing the Adelaide 
event. Fangio will take the wheel of 
the equally legendary Mercedes-Ben 
W196 that made him virtually yp, 
beatable in the mid-50's, while his 
arch-rival of those days, Stirling Moss 
will also be on the track : 

Australian followers of Grand Prix 
racing, who have every right to fee| 
slightly isolated from events at the 
European heart of the season, are 
thrilled to have one of their number 
back in a Formula 1 cockpit - and 
David Brabham is looking forward to 
the chance to show them what he can 
do. Reflecting ona trying first yearat 
thepinnacleof the sport, Davidmak 
no bones about it; “Formula On 
bloody hard work. Drivers don’t get 
to see much of the glamorous side of 
it all because they're busy working, 
either driving the car, sitting in meet 
ings with the engineers, or making 
adjustments to the car.” 

No glamour - but what about the 
stars? “The big thing abouta first year 
in F1”, David goes on, “is that you are 
sharing the track with the great names 


is 


Prost, Senna, Mansell, Berger, Piquet 
nd so on. But after a few races you 
wpalisethatyou'reallinthesamegame 
ind it’s a tremendously levelli 
feeling. I’m not in a position to beat 
those guys yet and I have a huge 
amount of respect for them. That 
‘eansonly one thing toa racing driver 
| want to beat them. There's no 
doubt that Formula 1 is the pinnacle 
of motor sport. It’s where I’ve always 
wanted to be, and where | intend to 
stay.” 

David has already made his own 
private piece of history this year, as 
the first son of a former World 
Champion to take part in a Grand 
Prix. That he should have done so in 
the very team his famous father 
founded is all the more remarkable, 
and his will be a hero's welcome in 
Adelaide, no matter how he fares 
when the real action begins. 

Before it does, vehicles of all sorts 
the world’s only 180 km/h backhoe 
pedal-powered phenomena capable 
of 60 km/h, buses, motor-bikes - will 
haye shared the Adelaide circuit with 
some of Australia’s top athletes, Ol- 
ympic cyclists and basketballers, 
‘Aussie niles footballers, celebrities in 
a special BMW challenge: you name 
them, they'll all be there, while the 
skies echo to what has also become 
the biggest air display in Australia. 

As if that were not enough 
someonein the Australian Grand Prix 
Office has had the brainwave of this 
year and most of the previous 39: 
“dessert”, on this unrivalled bill of 
fare, is the premiere of Cher’s Aus- 
tralian tour. One of the world’s most 
dynamic singers will bring her own 
brand of "Roar Energy” toa specially- 
constructed stage in the confines of 
the Adelaide circuit for a concert that 
{s free to all patrons of the Grand Prix 
itself, Entrepreneurial thinking, ifever 
Formula 1 saw it-and the perfect way 
to link the “serious” business of m 
torsport to leistire activities that must 
4ppeal to a younger generation 
Though there will be a few mature 
men in the fight for the front of the 
rid before that particular event 

Adelaide 1990, then, will be the 
ration in the history of 
not bad fora city that has 
tablished itself asa favourite 
ith everyone involved inGrand Prix 
racing. Australia may have recently 
lost the Olympics to Atlanta -but that 
‘ity, if itis serious in its intention of 
Staging its own Grand Prix, would do 
Well to watch what happens in Ad: 
claide, and see how Grand Prix rac 
ing, 500 races on, should really be 


done ir] 


errari, the legendary red racir 
car, has long been assi 


with Italy. It symbolises s 


much of thatnation’s character 
its fascination with speed, its cult of 
heroes, the thril 
tory. All drivers 
in a Ferrari Formula One car. Nigel 
Mansell explained why the magic en: 


dures; "I wanted to tell my grandchi 


dren that I once drove for Ferrari. It 
every child s dream. 

But if Maranello, in the Emi 
Romagna region of Italy, is t 
pany’s headquarters, there is al 


small com 


any tucked away in Sur 
rey which has become a vital part of 
the Scuderia's campaign to wrestle 
the World Championship title aw 
from McLaren and their Japane 
lies, GTO stands for Guilford Teck 
cal Office. It was conceive 
Barnard soon af 
hunted by 
lot of resistance to the i 
rate centre in another ¢ 


hasalways prided itself or 
rything in house. In the end 
Ferrari had to intervene. "L 
as good as they say? I 
Then give him what he wants. Damn 
pride, I want victories! 

‘And so GTO was born. But it is a 


very discreet outpost of the 
empire, The only clue that this is 
just another British cc 
modern red brick premises i 
that the receptionist would sr 
switch from English to Italian 
juggling phones and visitors. Ar 
there is a discreet rampant horse 
Ferrari's symbol, on the wall behi 
her. But that is it 

Peter Windsorisin charg 
A former journalist, he was i 
in Brabham and Williams before be 
ing asked by Ferrari to run GTO. It 
was November last year, Barnard had 
left Ferrari, and had tried to negotiate 
GTOaway from theltalians. He failed 
but half of the workforce followed 
him to Benetton. Windsor had no time 
to worry: Maranello wanted four 
built in time for the Phoenix Grand 
Prix in March, 

'Yes," explained Winsdor. "We 
build everything here, except for the 
engine, the gearbox and the body 
work, Tyres and wheels are bought 
in, but we make everything else. You 
could say that the car is Made in 
England and that the engine is Made 
in Italy.” “Everything else” is a lot 
Windsor estimates that in terms of 
area, 65% of the car will have been 
made at GTO. A Ferrari Made in 
England, how is that possible? "Since 
the days of Cooper and Brabham, the 
hard edge of British motor racing has 


GTO. 


based in this area. Tyrrell ang 
id over 
s the skills have developed 
here else in the world, W 
od at the old 


MeLarenaredownthe road. Ar 


ed skills of metalwork ane 


to mould composite 


akes from 20 to 40 hours to 


kean upright. Itis done entirely by 
nd. The fabricator cuts, shape: 
‘ids, Machines do very little, and 
English are the very best in the 
at this", says Windsor. One of 


the criticisms levelled at Barnard was 


e was keen not to share this 
sh experience with the 
slians."Not true", says Wind 
nie were coming and going all 
chai 


se. Now we 
ave two Italians here ona 12-month 
tint, and others who visit us for two: 
periods. But it is hard for fab. 
ators to impart their knowledge 
Vearetalking 20 years of experience 


The composite area of ( 
high-tech indeed. People 
ie + of protective clothing normal 
; j with the n 
a sterile ¢ 


associated 


are working in 
About 80% of our peop! 
sm theaerospace industry 


h Aerospace, Augi 


Br 
the most interesting 


GTO, because it's alwa’ 


new ground, Since Barnard | 
idded one more test laboratory 
‘one he set up,” says Windsor. ¢ 
has recently been given the brief 


develop a stronger and | 
section of the chassis. Al 
make the nose cones, a nun 
which were stacked in a corner of 


dy the 


metal shop. "But we are not a live 
show here, just a techni 
Though when the guys see a Ferrar 
win a race they are justly proud, be 
cause that is the chassis they built 
and the suspension, and all the other 
bits. Windsor himself gets quite ani 


England. They have accepted that 
Now thecarswebuild, the641 model, 
are winning races. Fiat are no fools, 


ough there may be some peo 


ple who would like to see the back of 


Us, F 


twill resist that, They are a 
e company, it would be 
cd for them to close GTO. After all 


ain't broke, don't fix it 


the race had a natur 


naturally-aspirated fede 
capacity 

The bare facts of 
bo's debut were that it q 


twelfth, made a poor start 


above sixteenth an 


laps with turbocharger failure 


owed the us 


e Renault t 


Al 


interest was in James Hunt'seasy w 
in the McLaren-Cosworth after John 


Watson's Brabham-Alfa re 


a fuel feed problem; few people gave 


a second thought to the p 
Jabouille’s Renault 


Having missed two races the 


Renault reappeared at Z2 
Augustand ranashi 
retiring with suspension tr 


assixth be 


uble 


was less competitive at Monza, where 


it retired with engine failure 


ormula One 
History: 


1978-1588 
The Turbo Era 


f they were 
when the 


y let down by 


from pole po- 
g that 


fluke by finishing thirg 
duel with Villeneuve 


noux finished second at 
giiverstone and Jabouille took pol. 
maain at Hockenheim it became ob, 
Tous that turbocharging had to bg 
usly. But while Ferrariang 


ickly set about designing 
gines, the majority of British 


tructors = mindful of the cost in 


tried to find ways of getting 
banned; their main argument 
¢ 1.S-litre "supercharged 
ad only been added to the 
ales in 1965 in case there 


Formula | 
enough litre naturally as. 


ngines for 1966, and should 
ave been rescinded as soon as these 
fears proved groundless. In addition, 


the British teams (plus Ligier) were 


fartoobusy trying to find more under 


body downforce in the wake of the 
serodynamic revolution initiated by 
the Lotus 79, and did not need more 
variables to confuse the equation; the 
well-tried bolt-on DEV was ideally 
suited to ground effects, and had 
shown overand over again that in the 
rightpackageitwasmorethana match 


for si 


nificantly more powerful en: 
ce the Ferrari flat-12. 

Although Lotus had initially dis 

covered ground effects almost by 


mistake, the benefits were so great 
that Lotus completely dominated 
Formula 1in 1978, despite the vaunted 
79 having major limitations in some 
other respects. Six wins for Andretti 


and two for Peterson brought a runa- 
amy victory in the Constructors 
CRmpionship, but then Peterson 
Chex ina78 following a practicecrash) 
ras killed at Monza 

Ofthemany copies of the Lotus 79, 
Ligiee’s was initially the most suc 
cessful, winning three of the first five 
orces of 1979. The Williams version 
later won five, four of them going to 

Tan Jones, but by the end of the year 
the semi-ground effects Ferrari had 


won six races and the Constructors 
Championship; Scheckter and 
Villeneuve both had three wins, and 
Scheckter was World Champion. 
1980 was Williams’ year with six 
wins, fiveofthem by World Champion 
Jones - who also won the “pirate 
race, in which only FOCA teams 
competed, at Jarama; the latter, of 
course, was symptomatic of the mo 
tor racing politics of the period 
Protracted arguments about the 
safety of cars whose cornering speeds 
had increased dramatically, together 
with counter-attacks regarding the 
need for or validity of turbocharging, 
led to the early 80's becoming one of 
the most acrimonious periods in the 
history of Grand Prix racing. Innova: 
tive cars were banned, and rules re 
garding aerodynamic aids were 
“clarified” every few weeks, but 
nothing (quiterightly) wasdoneabout 
turbocharging. The rules allowed it, 
engine builders found it offered them 
a technological challenge, and - most 
important of all - major manufactur: 
ers, many of them with turbocharged 
road cars under development, began 
to take an interest in it. With a little 
over 500 bhp being the maximum 
Output at that time of a 3-litre natu 
rally aspirated engine, and with 1.5- 
litre turbocharged units already giv 
ing considerably more (albeit with 
high fuel consumption and poor 
throttleresponse) therereally wasonly 
one way to go. And while some Brit 
ish constructors dug their toes inand 
carried on using the DFV until 1984 
(or in one case 1985), the more astute 
began to make other arrangements. 
Not surprisingly, the first team to 
follow Renault’s lead and race a 
turbocharged engine was Ferrari, who 
xperimented briefly with Brown 
Boveri's unique “Comprex” super 
charging system before settling for 
exhaust gas-driven compressors for 
their 120° Ve ee 
The Ferrari turbo first appeared at 
Imola in September 1980 during prac 
lice for the Italian Grand Prix, and 
Was immediately quicker than the flat 
2, but was not raced until the start of 
181 -and eventhenitsobvious power 
Advantage was largely negated by 


handling which was markedly infe- 
rior to that of the leading Cosworth- 
powered cars. Nevertheless, Gilles 
Villeneuve contrived to win at both 
Monacoand Jarama, and heand Pironi 
alsoranstrongly inseveralother races 
the Ferrari turbo undoubtedly had 
arrived 
Meanwhile Renault had not been 
sitting still; having finally won Le 
Mans in 1978 they put all their efforts 
into Formula 1 and rapidly improved 
both the reliability and driveability of 
their engine. In 1979 the original 
Garrett production turbocharger, a 
major reason for poor throttle 
and poor sart-line perform: 
ler 


sponse 
ance, was replaced by two sit 


" |, light, nimble cars 
still had the edge on 
some circuits, but 
their days were 
numbered!" 


s, and in 1980 the much: 
IEEenginefeatured Nikasil 
coated cylinders rather than steel 
vas in the interest of heat rejection 
ners, they followed thet maiden 
1979 victory with three wins in 1980 
(Brazil, South Africa and Austria) and 
hree more in 1981 (France, Holland 
sind Ttaly), the 1981 victories all going, 
fo new recruit Alain Prost, 1981 aise 
tom he arrival of the BMW and Hart 


e former fitted in 
2 nde turbos; the former, fitted in 
‘oyliam, appeared only during 
practceat Silverstone, where tstime 


KKK uni 
improved EF2 


Was quick enough for fourth placeon 
the grid; the latter was fitted in the 
Toleman, acar which rarely qualified. 

The BMW engine, with its pro- 
duction-based cast iron block, ap- 
peared more regularly in 1982 and 
became one of the year’s turbo win- 
ners, along with Renault (four) and 
Ferrari (three), but the venerable 
Cosworth still won half of the races 
anda Cosworth driver, Keke Rosberg, 
became World Champion; light, 
nimble carsstill had the edgeansome 
circuits, but their days were num- 
bered! 

1983 was the first year of complete 
turbo dominance, with Ferrari, 
Renaultand BMW enginesall winning 
four races, and the remaining three 
going to Cosworth-powered cars; 
Alboreto’swinin the Tyrrell at Detroit 
was the 155th and last for the DEV/ 
DFY, a record which is unlikely ever 
to be broken. 

There were three newcomers to 
the turbo scene in 1983, Alfa Romeo 
raced their thirsty, mechanically in 
jected V8 throughout the year and 
were rewarded with two second 
places. The TAG-funded Porsche V6 
peared in the last four races of the 
season, fitted in the McLarens of Niki 
Lauda and John Watson, and showed 
promise but did not scare any points, 
And the 80° Honda V6 made a very 
Jow key debut at Silverstone in Stefan 
johansson’ Spirit; after six races, in 
Which its best result was seventh, it 
reappeared in Keke Rosberg's 
Williams at the South African Grand 
Prix and finished fifth. 

Anothernew developmentin 1983 
was the use of Renault engines in Pe 
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re naturally-aspirated engines 
been readmitted in 1987 


ne the only power 
1989 onward: 
treand FISA got 


. The of the 3.Selitre en 
gin 1988 struggled toreach 

1) bhp le most of the 1.Slitre 
ged considerably more 


mit of 2.5 atmos 


res and a race fuel allowance of 
itres, the turbos we 
way with 


dominant, running 


wen races. Honda's sophisti 
fuel management system ena 

§ MeLaren to race with well ov 
even on circuits where fuel 
unption has always been heavy 
and for qualifying Senna and Prost 
mally had over 700 bhp at their 
Lispasal. It will bea long while before 


S-litre naturally-aspirated engines 
achieve such efficiency; 1988's V8s 
needed around 200 litres for most 
races, and 1989's V10s and V12s 
needed mare 

At the start of 1988 there was a 
distinct possibility that the McLaren: 
Hondas, driven by Alain Prost and 
Ayrton Senna, would win all sixteen 
races. By race 12, at Monza, this had 
become at least « probability, but first 
Prost’s engine detonated and then 
Senna collided with a back-marker 
with only two laps remaining. So 
McLaren and Honda had to settle for 
fifteen wins (Senna eight, Prost seven) 
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fifteen pole positions (Senna thirteen, 
Prost two) and 199 World Champion- 
ship points, 134 morethan theirclosest 
rival, Ferrari. 

If there was any weakness in the 
1988 McLaren-Honda package it was 
the transmission, which troubled both 
drivers onanumber of occasions. The 
car clearly was a lot better than the 
Lotusin which Piquet, using identical 
engines, often struggled to finish on 
thesame lap, and theengine wasmore 
fuel efficient than that of the Ferrari, 
which caused considerable surprise 
by having enough fuel to complete 
the distance at Monza and score the 
only non-McLaren-Honda win. 

Honda's record, in winning 40 
races outof87 and scoring 660.5 World 
Championship points in five and a 
half years, is quite outstanding, How- 
ever, the world’s motor racing fans 
will never forgive Honda for the 
cavalier n ner in which they aban- 
doned Williams at the end of 1987 - 
astute though the move to McLaren 
proved tobe -and Honda's obsessive 
support of Satoru Nakajima when 
there were so many better drivers 
available may well have cost them 
additional victories. By 1988 Honda 
and Ferrari were the only competitive 
turbo engine makers left. Renault had 
dropped out at the end of 1986 when 
Lotus switched to Honda, and TAG 
had disappeared at the end of 1987 
when McLaren became Honda- 
powered. BMW had sold their re- 
maining engines to Megatron - in 

which guise they soldiered on to the 
end as good mid-field runners - and 
the rest, such as Alfa Romeo, Hart, 
Zakspeed and Motori Moderni, had 
never really been competitive. (Hart 
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had looked promising in 1985, when 
Fabi was fastest qualifier at the 
Nurburgring, but Toleman subse- 
quently became Benetton and 
Benetton switched to BMW.) The big 
“if only” remained the Ford, which 
might have made the McLaren driv- 
ers work harder in 1988 if Cosworth 


had consented todevelop it instead o¢ 
reverting to their 21-year-old V8! (yy 
the end of 1987 the Ford turbo wa, 
more powerful than the TAG-Porsche 
and almost the equal of the Honda 
putat this point Cosworth decided i, 
abandon it rather than produce a 2 5 
bar version which might have sayeq 

ir reputation!) 
ape Formula 1 there is no time for 
sentiment, orforlooking backon what 
mighthave been. My abiding memory 
of the Turbo Era is of Piquet’s 
Williams-Honda at Adelaide in 1987 
rocketing out of the second part of the 
chicane and fishtailing from one side 
ofthe road to the otherasitblasted up 
to the tight right-hander at the top of 
the hill; that and some of Piquet’s 
qualifying laps in Brabham-BMW 
and Senna’s qualifying laps in Lotus. 
Renaults 

Itwas not long before chassis and 
tyre development enabled 3,5-litre 
naturally-aspirated cars to set faster 
lap times than the turbos, but 
turbocharging undoubtedly made a 
lot of progress between 1977, when 
theauthoritiesactively encouraged, 
and 1988, when it was legislated out 
such, itseems, is the price of successin 
all things nowadays. 
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| F1 TURBO TEAMS AND ENGINES, 1977-1988 - SUCCESS RATIO 


| {ncludes only teams 


TEAMS ENTERED 
Renault (1977.85) 
Lotus-Renault (1983-86 ) 
(1981-88) 
(1982.87) 
(1986), 
MeLaren-TAG (1980-87) 
Wiliams-Honda (1983-87) 
Lotus-Honda 1987-88) 
MeLarenHonda (1988) 
ENGINES 
Honda (1983-88) 
TAG (1983-87) 
(197-86) 
(198) 49) 
(1982.87) 


STATISTICAL ANALYSIS, 


ingines Which won at least one race) 


FI TURBO ENGINE PERFORMANCE 


1977-1988 

Engine ise enBg 

bo Races Poles Win Succons Rate Points 
” 

i ae 45.97% 6605 
a ault 140 % ct W76% 405.5 
‘errant 14 2 142e 509 
BMW Megan tad 8 1209 wis 
w 0 eins 24 
‘Alfa Romeo rs i 0 0% M 
Yaa 8 1 i 0% 2 
Mot ne: 0 ae % 
fotori Modem ¢ ‘4 on 2 
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WON 
125 15 11.90 
2 5 8.06 
126 15 11,90 
2 8 8.69 
16 1 6.25 
68 35 36.76 
6 23 35,38 
2 2 6.25 
16 15 

a7 4) 45.97 
5 39.06 
W220, 14.08 
1% 15 11.90 
Cer) 9.78 
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he Marlboro McLaren MP4/ 

5B is built around a carbon 

fibre composite chassis, re- 

vised toallow foran increased 
fuel capacity and utilising a unique 
high moduhis material which dra- 
matically enhances the technical per: 
formance of the monocoque 
Hercules Aerospace. McLaren's on- 
going aerodynamic research has seen 
Significant changes to the detail pro- 
file of the side pods and radiator 
ducting, and the well-established tra- 
dition of separate removable upper 
bodywork has been retained. The six- 
speed transverse gearbox introduced 
during the 1989 season has been 
heavily modified for this year’s car. 
The MP4/5B is fitted with water ra- 
diators, manufactured in-house with 
Llanelli cores, while all engine and 
transmission lubricants are cooled by 
Secan heat exchangers. The latest 
specification Brembo brake calipers 
are fitted, and advanced lightweight 
Showa shock absorbers are retained 
Recently, a special “high-nose” ver- 
sion of the MP4/5B with revised aero- 
dynamics wastested by Ayrton Senna 
at Monza. 


AERODYNAMICS 

1) McLaren retains flat bottom at the 
front, 

2) A new half flap is fitted to the 
secondary profile to obtain more 
downforce at the front, giving better 
front end traction. 

3) A smaller sideplate wasintroduced 
at Hockenheim. 

4) Different windshields are used as 
the drivers’ heights vary, and from 


5) The airscoop for the Honda 3.5-litre 
V10 engine is now at the maximum 
height allowed by the rules: 100 em. 

@)Tne ale poas de completely new 
The intake is much narrower, and the 
water radiator (made at McLaren us- 


Drawing Boat 
cLoren Honda 


ing Llanelli cores) has been reposi- 
tioned. The car has no oil coolers for 
engine or gearbox: there are Secan 
heat exchangers. 

7) Airexits to the side of the pod: note 
the overhang to protect the rear wing 
from turbulent airflow. 

8) The rear end bodywork extends 
further over the gearbox. 

9) A new 5-arch underbody has been 
introduced, 

10) Different rear wings are used at 
different circuits. The low-speed ver- 
sion with 3individualadjustable pro- 
files is shown here. 


FRONT SUSPENSION 
1) The steering rod is located at the 
same height ax the upper wishbone 
2) to lower drag, 
2) The upper wishbone is fitted to the 
outside of the monocoque, whereas 
the lower (3) is mounted inside, This 


AERODYNAMICS 


determines the roll centreat the fron 
3) The lower wishbonehasabig angie 
etween the rods (so the rear rod i, 
fitted quite a long way back on the 
ae snoenque) giving 2ood stability 

1) The vertical forces on the car (6 
Weightand downforce) are transmit 
ted through the thin pullrod (4) to the 
bottom ofthecoil spring /damperunit 
©) 

5) The gas pressure in the Japanese 
Showadampersisadjustable, The to 

Of the dampers is fitted to the 
monocoque, and the lower part rolls 
upand down vertical rails (6), so this 
system goes without a rocker. This jg 
in fact not a new concept, it was in. 
troduced at McLaren in 1988 on the 
MP4/4, but wasalso seen on the 1985 
Tyrrell-Renault turbo car. Also, the 
Jocation of the dampers (beside the 
drivers’ legs - some distance behind 
the front axle) is advantageous, as 
only ashorter part of the monocogue 
will wwist;therefore the overall rigidity 
is better. 

7) Anti-roll system: rods (8) connect 
the lower (moving) parts of the 
dampers to the “anti-roll bar’ (7), 
These are located in a tube (9), which 
allows vertical movement. It works 
this way: when the cars in a curve it 
rolls; displacement of the outside 
wheel is greater than that of theinside 
wheel, Through the rods (8), flexionis 
induced,and theinside wheel is lifted 
by theanti-roll system. Theamountot 
anti-rolliscontrolled by the flexibility 
of the arms (7). This may be adjusted 
by the driver during the race. 


REAR UNDERBODY 

1) The underbody of the MP4/5B is 
Jonger than thatof the MP4/5. Nowit 
has5 arches, with 4 vertical fins, giv- 
ing 3 tunnels, The concept was intro- 
duced on last year's Leyton House 
March 891. The central tunnel sweeps 
upwards ina steep angle. This layout 
is only possible with’a gearbox in 
front of the rear axle. 

2) Theexhaust gases are fed out under 
the floor, in two tunnels. 

5) The underside of the underbody is 
completely smooth, only the hook for 
the garage jack disturbs the airflow. 


GEARBOX AND REAR 

SUSPENSION 
1) The 6-speed transverse McLaren 
Rearbox has Hewland gearwheels, 
Aandissituated in frontof the rear axle, 
in order to allow: aerodynamic treat: 
{entof the underbody, and to obtain 
paler ‘weight distribution, 


A new been 
inode ee oil tank has bee! 


5) The carbon/carbon radial vented 
lise brakes glow red hot during brak 


gue to frictional energy dissipa- 
inge 


tion 
‘rhe lat 
Brembo ci by a pyrometer. 

meas’ carbon fiber/epoxy airscoop 
5) The cry air to the wheel bearing, 
» dise and caliper 


est brake calipers from 
used. The temperature is 


lightwelg 

gu 

spring Winectingthe dampers tothe 
iron anti-roll bar (10) 

\urethe lower wishbone is fitted di- 

ctly to the gearbox 

rey the transverse stabilizer rod is 

Weed to adjust the toe-in of the rear 
spension. 

Sythe upper wishbone is shorter 

than the lower to obtain desirable roll 
entre. It is, therefore, not fitted di- 

eatly on the gearbox, but mounted to 

Keomplicated lattice frame, 


MONOCOQUE DESIGN 
1) The layout of the nosebox has been 
slightlyaltered;the guide for the front 
wing has been changed. The box is 
made of high strength Kevlar fibre 
composites, 
2) Cutaway for the steering and up- 
per wishbone mountings 
3) The front of the monocoque itself 
hassmallholesforthebrakeand clutch 
cylinders. 
4) Holes for the lower wishbone, 
mounted inside the monocoque. 
5) Room for the dampers. 
6) Hole giving access for the mechan- 
ies to work on the pedals (which are 
individually adjusted for the driver) 
and steering (7), 


MONOCOQUE DESIGN 


8) The new MP4 
higher than the 
tone safety re 
that new driver Bey 
taller than team, 
hate plates are bonded te 


am use these 
easy tomanufacty 

9) The size of the roll-over safety bare 
Over the driver's knee (8) and above 


hishead (9), hasbeen increased tosuit 
Berger. The roll-over bar over the 
river's head (9) is integrated into the 
engine airsco 

10) The fuel tank is extended to the 
‘ides to maintain a desirable whee!- 
base and accommodate a longer V10 
engine. Inside the tank is an ATL 
Kevlar fibre reinforced fuel cell of the 
latest highly flexible rubber material 
The fuel tank capacity has been 
slightly increased. 


FRONT SUSPENSION 


“ARBOX AND REAR 
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nce again, it has been a busy 
month with a lot of action 
on the model car front and, 
of course, a lot of action on 
the Grand Prix front too. I know, for 
example, that a lot of collectors and 
enthusiasts have been waiting for 
sometime forlast year’sOsella, which 
was going to be released by Tameo. 

Unfortunately, Tameo later with 
drew the car from theirrange, leaving, 
many people disappointed. Happily 
however, Meri kits have come to the 
rescueand thekit for the Osellashould 
be available from most local dealers 
now priced at about £18.95. 

Also in the shops at the present 
time should be most of the 1990 cars. 
They should beavailable in 1/43scale 
and, oncéagain, Meri have pulled one 
over on Tameo by supplying paint 
and seat belts with their kits at no 
extra charge 

The following are the latest range 
of whatisnew in 1/43 scale: Benetton 
B190, Tyrrell 019, Williams FW13B, 
BrabhamBT59, Lotus 102, Ferrari 641 
2, McLaren MP4/5B and the Leyton 
House CG891, Most of these should 
beintheshopsinbothMeriand Tameo 
form 


Ferrari 641 - by Starter Kits of 
France. 

‘One of the best versions of the Ferrari 
641 Thave seen isa resin kit produced 
by Starter of France. Most people will 
remember Starter kits for their range 
of group C cars such as the Le Mans 
entrants they concentrated on. This 
new Ferrari kit comes complete with 
heaps of photo-etched parts and de- 
cals to make Prost and Mansell’s car 
look really good. This is a really nice 
kit in my opinion and I hope Starter 
g0 on to produce plenty of other Fl 
Kits. If that is the case, then the other 
manufacturers will have to really 
watch out because the Starters will be 
real quality. Priced at about £20.95, 


1/12 Tamiya Ferrari F189 r/c 
More good news this month has been 
the recent release for r/c fans of the 
1989 Ferrari which is well worth a 
look. [have not yet been given a price 
for this particular kit but | am sure it 
will be around the £80.00 mark. 


Older kits still around 

While out for a beer recently, I was 
tapped on the shoulder by a Prix 
Editions reader who wanted to know 
what older kits are still around. By 
older, he meant 1930's, 1940's ang 
1950's. After accepting a few liquid 
bribes, I agreed to try and find out 
more for himand here follows list of 


some of the older models available: 
Alfa Romeo Bimotore, 1935, Nuvolari, FDS, 
‘ia Ferrari D50, 1956, Fangio, FDS 
Ferrari 500 F2, 1952-53, Ascari, FDS 
‘Aletta 159, 1951, Fangio, FDS 
Alfeta 158, 1950, Farina, FDS 
Mercedes W163, 1939, FDS 
Alfa Romeo 12C 1936, Nuvolari, FDS 
Ferrari 625, FI, 1955, Trintignant, FDS 
‘Cooper FI, 1959, Brabham, FDS 
Ferrari, Peron, 1950, Ascari, FDS 
Maserati, 250P, GP Pau, 1954, Musso, FDS 
Maserati, 250F, 1959, Fangio, FDS 
Thereare plenty more ofthese sorts 
of older kits around and many are 
listed in a publication called TSSk. 
Thisretails at £3.50 anda copy isonits 
way tomy drinking partner John with 
Prix Editions’ compliments. 


Mailbag replies: 
Mr. A. Fletcher, Kirkbride, Scotland 
Thebestsolutions forapplying decals 
to models are called Microsol and 
Microset, They retail at around £2.2 
a bottle. 

Mr. G, Dundas, St. Helens: Yes, a 
model of the Tyrrell sixwheeler has 
been made in 1/43. Three versions 
were on the market a few years ago 
One from Western Models, which is 
now very hard to come by; one from 
FDS of Italy, which is still on the mar 
ket, but very hard to track down; and 
one produced by Tenariv of France, 
alas, nolonger on the market. The last 
was not a very impressive model 
however. 

Once again thank you to all read- 
ers who have written in. If you wish to 
write to me, please do so C/O Prix 
Editions, enclosing a stamped ad- 
dressed envelope, and allow up to 
four weeks for a reply. Thank you. | 
Until next month. 


Allen Syms, 
Just Cars Anyway: 


to Quiz No.6 - 1984 
A gels 2. Alfa-Romeo 3.7 
Elio (Mansell 5.USA East (Detroit) 
4. Nigy 0 Ghinzani 7. Jo Gartner 8. 
6,PierGp 9. The Nurburgring 10.3. 


rs of the Duke Marketing 
¥ide0$ on: M 

ncan, Aberdeen; Mr D 
Mr A oe een MrDClayson, 
Addie tsi Mrs] Wilkes, Warks; Diane 
Northiood, London; Mr R N Moran, 
Green ir I Williams, Huntingdon; 
Oxon’ Fmallman, Peterborough; F 
aes London; Tina Terry, Man 


chester. 


Winner of the Just Cars Anyway 
model 
MrM Sidaway, Canterbury 

Now here's your monthly chance to 
win the magnificent video prize on 
Mier from leading supplier Duke 
Marketing, or a model from Allen 
Syms ofJust Cars Anyway, our regular 
“Model Pitstop” reviewer, Answer 
correctly the 10 questions in our spe- 
lal panel and send your answers on 
a postcard only to: 


Winne! 


Formula Fun (November) 
First Frost Ltd 
Lyon Road, Windsor Avenue 
Wimbledon SW19 25E 
to reach us by Friday 23rd Novem- 
ber - winners will be notified direct. 


Prize Draw: Gold McLaren Winner 
We invited new subscribers to Prix 
Editions to enter our draw for an 18 
carat gold-plated model of the 
McLaren MP4/5 hand-built by Luca 
Tameo in Italy and generously do- 
hated by Just Cars Anyway. The 
winner of this handsome and unique 
prize is Mr Andrew Cross of Mid- 
dlesex, so many congratulations to 
him, c 
Autoglass/Leyton House 
Competition Winner 
Autoglass, sponsors of the Leyton 
House team, generously offered a free 
trip for two to the Portuguese GP and 
dinner with the team’s charming 
drivers, Mauricio Gugelmin and Ivan 
Capelli, Eating out in style thanks to 
Autoglass was Paul Loasby of Notts. 
How come the Editor gets none of 
these perks...? 
The answers were: 
1. Brazil 1987 - though the first race 
Start had to wait until San Marino 2 
tin Hoffman 3. British GP 1988 4 

Monaco 1987 5. Japanese GP: he led 
Or all of 200 metres in a naturally- 
Gpitated| car 6. Tyrrell, AGS 7. French 
GP 1989 §, 3rd; Brazil 1989 9. He 
Mjured a foot in Saturday's free 
Practice 10. Monaco 1989, 


A SIDEWAYS LOOK AT 1982 


Keke Rosberg was World 
Champion. How many 
Grands Prix did he win in 
that season? 

Who were the drivers in 
the Brabham team that 
year? 

Which race weekend 
started with a drivers’ 
strike? 

Which two drivers were 
excluded from the 
Brazilian GP results 
after finishing first 

and second? 


5. 
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Where did the great Gilles 
Villeneuve lose his life? 
Who secured the first vic 
tory of his career in Austria? 
Where did the Swiss GP 
take place? 

Which driver returned to 
Ferrari after a 10-year 
absence - and took pole 
position in Italy? 

At which race did Renault 
score the only 1-2 finish of 
their careeras constructors? 
Which UScircuit hosted the 
final race of the season? 


SEEING LIFE IN 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 


Formula 1, as we all know, is 
the world’s most colourful 
sport - but it can look pretty 
funny when yousee itin black 
and white. Just fora change, 


EF we thought you'd like a few 
L L § monochrome smiles... 


Life on the pit lane's lighter side 


Look: it’snolonger Smiles? What are we 
Delboy, it’s Delgirl! saying? If this man fell 
We knew there in the pits there would 
were going to be be something close to 
changes in Derek an ecological catas- 
Warwick’s For- trophe... and Silver- 
mula 1 life, butisn’t stone, where the pic- 
this taking it a bit ture was taken, might 
too far? be wiped off the map! 


Silverstone again - and Stefano Modena is 
either drawing attention to another of his 
fabled superstitions or pointing out in no 
uncertain terms that a 
Grand Prix driver does 
How can you not necessarily walk 
become World away with his pockets 
Champion full of loot... 
wearing your 
helmet back to 
front?? Nice one, Gerhard... 


GAULD MINE 


he starter churned and the 
ngine burst into life sound. 
inglikeasewing machineand 
producing about as much 


power. I slid the stubby gear change 
along, two notches and selected first 
gear and drove off from the Hote 
Rocea in Bazzano near Modena 


Within a few yards I realised I had 
trouble with the car so I drove to 
Modena railway station ook the 


train to Milan and my first foreign 
World Championship Grand Prix! 
car, by the way was a Heinkel bubble 
car with a healthy 15 b.h.p. engine 
and just why [had driven such a car 
over the Alps to Modena is a story 
filled with such pathos and drama 
that I will not go into it here 

The year was 1958, a momen 
one for Grand Prixracing.Twomonths 


before, Juan Fangio had retired from 
motor racing after the French Grand 
Prix where he drove one of the latest 


Type3 Maserati 250F1's, Now, hereat 
Monza, the sister car was by 

by rotund and genial Amer 
called Temple Buell and the driver 
was Masten Gregory. A few days be 
fore [had been introduced to Buell by 
one of the legends of motor racing 
Hans Tanner, who had quite natu 
rally latched on to Buell and was a: 
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sisting him in his bid for € 
fame. At the time Hans ha 


that 


Bi rs - the other was raced by 
Carroll Shelby - had been ordered 
new by Buell. 

I was a freshman to this kind of 


and few people ever fo 
Jewasa Sw 


black patent leather hair and a pencil 
e days when both 


950'sand he scored 
y having road tests 
ars of theday 
750 Monza Ferrarisand 3-litre 
s. It was only much later that 
tually 
here was 
wether he ever had 


5 realised he n 


ars and in fac 


even doubtas ti 


, driving licence as none of the gang 
a ai vtnember him being seen behing 
thevwheel of any Car 
aevas a great adventurer type 
" oe friend of the Marquis 
ae etago.In 1959 Hansdisappeared 
for some time and there were storie 
poing around that he had joined Fide] 
Boee in the hills to help Castro fight 
for the freedom of the Cuban people 
but this story didn’t wear very well 
for Hans Tanner was in fact a close 
friend of the Cuban dictator Batista 
and used to help with the organisa 
tion of the Cuban sports car Grand 


Prix. 

When Temple Buell arrived and 
bought two Grand Prix Maseratis in 
thesummer of 1958 Hans was there to 
help him spend his money. Masten 
Gregory, that great journeyman 
driver, wasalso there to drive the car, 
By that time it was becoming un- 
competitive against the Dino Ferraris 
and the Vanwalls but Masten drove 
hisusual brave race finishing in fourth 
place. 

As for Hans he was down in the 
pit, beavering, making deals and 
planning his next “Road Test”. Sadly 
for usall he was later to go and live in 
California with his git! friend until 
one day in a fit of depression he shot 
her to death and turned the gun on 
himself. It was a sad end to a great 
character in motor racing and a char 
acter who made the mould for some 
ofthemerchantadventurers who were 
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The same helmet artwork used by U.S. 
television to introduce the grids at each GP has 
been incorporated into a beautiful 24” x 30 
poster by American racing artist Bill Patterson 


Send just 
£5.00 plus £1.50 p&p 
to: 

1. AUTOGRAPHICS 
Inhamfields House 
Main St. Gunthorpe 

Nottingham NG14 7EU 


Dealer enquiries invited. 
0602 590290 (day) 
0602 663143 (eves) 
fax: 

0602 588439 


TOP QUALITY 0.5.A, GARMENTS, 


50% COTTON, 50% POLYESTER, 
SILK-SCREENED, FULL COLOUR 
DESIGN ONTO RED OR YELLOW 
SHIRTS; 


‘TSHIRTS ~ Chidren £4.99 snes 26, 28,30, 32. Adults £6.998,,L, 
AL XXL Printed Front: Full colour (as above). Back: black prancing horse 
and Ferra Fornala One’ wording, Crew nck short sleeve syle in red or 
yelow. 
SWEATSHIRTS ~ Chikrens £12.99 sizes 26, 28, 0, 32. Aduits 
£14995, XL, XXL Printed Front Full colour (as above). Bac: black 
prancing horse and Ferrar Formula One’ wording. Crew neck lng sleeve, 
bear lec ined in edo yew. 
GOLF SHIRTS ~ Adults £14.99 sives 8, M, L, XL, XXL Printed on 
Bad Back prancing horse and Ferrari Formula One’ wording. 3 button 
neck with colar, ined o yelow. 
BASEBALL CAPS ~ £5.99, Ful adjustable its allbeadszes), Fil 
colour design on front (38 above) available in red or yellow. 
RACING JACKETS - Aduits £39.99 siaes 8, M,L, XL Full colour 
Zesign on breast front (as above). Back: black prancing hore and Ferrari 
Formula One wording, Padded Jacket with Zip ont, elasticated cus and 
waistband. Outside pockets. Avaabl in re. 
BRASS BUCKLES - An individually cast sod brass bucle featuring 
Ferrart wording and prancing horse with a genuine black hide belt 1% 
ide for only £14.99 complete 
ALL GARMENTS ARE DOUBLE STITCHED FOR STRENGTH - 
COMPLETELY MACHINE WASHABLE AND FULLY GUARANTEED. 
stage OX. 75 pr tem (Fest ds), EUROPE: 12 Outside EUROPE: (Aira) 
Please send your order details, together with a cheque or postal 
‘order payable to EEM. CODE (1) -(12) BOX 13 CB.C. GOLIATH 
ROAD, COALVILLE, LEICESTER, LES 4EZ, ENGLAND. 
Pease alow up to 28 days every. — Thank you 


Letters to the Editor 


Inresponse to Maurice Hamilton's 
recent “On the Other Hand”, Ido not 
feel the British press would lose 
complete interestin Grand Prix racing 
duetotheretirementof Nigel Mansell 
Lhave noticed that over the last two 
seasons especially the British press 
have spent almost as much time 
writing about another Grand Prix 
driver who is definitely not British. 

Ayrton Senna is probably THE 
most written about and talked about 
driver in Formula I today. He is 
quiet, shy, unremarkable to look at 
but very talented and he has caused a 
storm in Formula 1, 

I have even noticed that most 
writers have discavered he is not the 
bad guy Alain Prost made him out to 
be, so don’t tell me the British racing 
press willlose interest when they write 
as often about Senna. It wasn’t Nigel 
that Steve Ryder interviewed on 
Sportsnight at the start of the season, 
but Ayrton Senna. Itisnot Nigel's car 
that figures in the opening titles of 
Grand Prix on BBC2, but Ayrton’s, If 
that doesn’t prove a point, nothing, 
will. Ayrton Senna is the most in- 
triguing driver ever as faras the press 
is concerned and it will notbe until he 
retires that they will lose interest. 


Miss Renee Paula Sharp 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 


And will it be Nigel's Williams-Renault 
that figures on to next year? 


After witnessing the recent dis- 

ce at the Hungaroring, I would 
fike to offer an early - and hopefully 
premature - word of congratulation 
to this year’s Constructors’ Champi- 


Prix Editions welcomes correspondence fron, 


read 


Letters may be rep 


ers on topics of Formula One interest 


roduced in whole or in pays. 


their appearance does not imply agreemen; 
with the views expressed 


Write to The Editor: os 
Prix Editions, First Frost Limited, 


Lyon Road, Windsor Avenue, 
Wimbledon SW19 25E 


or 


Prix Editions, 


102 Greenhill Road , 


ons, the new Saddam Hussein of For- 
mula 1: MeLaren-Honda, 


BJ Slade 
Brechin, Scotland 


1am amazed at the stupidity of 
Honda choosing Nakajima, ofall peo- 
ple, to represent Japan, Why don’t 
they choose Suzuki? Aguri is young, 
fastand smooth, unlike Nakajima who 
is fairly old and slow, Think back to 
"88; with Nakajima driving the Lotus- 
Honda hescored only one point. This 
is the right stage in Agun’s career, I 
only wish Honda would wakeupand 
see that. 


Matthew and Timothy Melville 
(aged 11 and 9) 

Malvern 

Wores 


Tam writing to you as a motor 
sports fan first and a Formula 1 fan 
second. Prix Editions is a high- 
quality magazine and gives excelent 
coverage of Fl, However, was very 
annoyed when I read the introverted 
and short-sighted article by David 
Phipps on tobacco sponsorship (vol 4 
no.7). Towards the end of his article 
he digressed into the field of Group C 
sportscar racing and proceeded to 
demean it as a second-rate series, not 
worth sponsoring and watched by 
no-one. 


I cannot disagree more stron; 
Askany “man in the street” ane 
‘most famous race is and lam certain 
he will reply “Le Mans 24 Hours" (a 
small group C race, Mr Phipps). In 
case Mr Phipps does not know, Le 
Mans attracts over 200,000 fans, the 


Unley, South Australia 5061 


pressand television, every year, from 
all around the world. It offers spon. 
sors the best advertising plattorm 
anywhere in motorsport. Ihave been 
to only three races this year (all WS- 
PC races at Silverstone, Le Mans and 
Donington) and even with the rece 
domination by Mercedes the 
were fantastic, vastly more exciting 
than watching the same humdrum 
procession of Formula 1. Perhaps if 
Mr Phipps attended a WS-PC round 
he would see “what they are waiting 
for” 


Lawrence Sims 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 


No need to preach Le Mans to an Editor 
who has lived there and saw his first 24 
Hours as long ago as 1967! But in those 
days the crowd was 500,000,and Le Mans 
is sadly a high-profile exception in the 
context of the WS-PC -fowhich it has not 
even contributed in recent seasons - Ed. 
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‘that way. 
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As a fearless frontline reporter | 

ve faced some tough assignments 
: vy time but none that quite com- 
in yo joining the rest of the British 
Pr journalists for three days R and R 
(or L and Las the Japanese press call 
i) on the beach in between the Por- 
tuguese and Spanish GPs, The 
Schedule was hectic: wake up Mam: 
breakfast 11.30, sunbathing with 
cocktails, before a two-hour lunch 
break, surrounded by PR ladies in 
bikinis that were shorter than a quote 
from Ayrton Senna, Life was indeed a 
beach, Unfortunately the life of sun 
sea and sand in the typewriter was 
thrown into disarray by the rumour 
that Mansell had signed for Williams. 
‘The Fleet Street hacks, terribly over- 
weight an a dict of sex, Sangria and 
seafood, had to leave off posing as 
Lotus Eaters, as, ina frenzy of apathy 
they scrambled for the phone. When | 
say scrambled, try and imaginea very 
tanned beached whale covered in 
Ambre Solaire trying to get up witha 
fagin one flipper anda full glassinthe 
other, 


Those of you using pacemakers or peo- 
ple who are easily shocked should assume 
theseated position before reading the next 
~ Ayrton Senna has a sense of 
Amour! Arrivin, late for the pre-race 
driver briefing at Spa, Ayrton found that 
Noseatstoereavuilable. The warm-hearted 
‘Mr. Balestre insisted that a fellow FISA 
official give up his seat for the charismatic 
Brazilian. Tess time than it takes Jean 
Alesi t0 retire from a Grand Prix the seat 
collapsed leaving the best paid bottone int 
the world on the floor, "So Jean-Marie” 
‘SUS the Brazilian bard of the bon mot, 
Still bear me a grudge after our litle 


argument bs 
pin elas ent? ‘Much laughterand 


ine ee hoon 
rs al @ srerile the 
latter ts akin to watehing a rattle snake 


iting acrash course 


wate 


| the 


Withonly a fe 


'W races lefton the FT 
calendar this Hoa the Fy 


the time of yeste when 
Press start composing those idi- 
oticarticlesalong the lines of "The ten 
best drivers in FI” of “My ten most 
memorable moments of the seasen 
Ligier’s Philippe Alliot has producnd 
something of a dilemma for writersof 
this type of article as his crash in the 
Portuguese GP accounted for, not the 
tenth but the eleventh Ligier chassis 
he has destroyed this season. TV 
viewers wereable to watch Aliot, the 
only man to spin more often in his 
lifetime than heis ever likely to in his 
&rave, walk back to the pits sur 
rounded by autograph hunters, What 
the prince of the pirouetting pilotes 
did not realise is that one of the sig- 
nature seekers was in fact a cleverly 
disguised insurance salesman who 
finally succeeded in getting Alliot to 
sign a disclaimer which will save 
Ligier a fortune on insurance for the 
last few races 


I discovered in Estoril why Murray 
Walker occasionally confuses his Ferraris 
‘and his Scuderia Italias. While enjoying 
Junch at one of the team motorhomes he 
twas about to put some raspberries on top 
of his ice cream dessert until ome of has 
staff pointed out that the “raspberries 
were In fact pieces of chopped beetroot 


‘The Fl Pe er 
the scene of intrigue and plotting on & 
scale that would make Machiavelli 
seem like a choirboy. Therefore on 
race day in Spain everyone monte 
know why the Benetton and For 
ladies were deep in conversation ny 
side the rival cary agraeen 
that they wereseeking cl 
fo the exact location that they had 


ference at the Japanese 
Brand Pet Much mirth from the 


Honda engineers as it turns out to be 
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when Monda’s PR man 
a's E 

Silberman exclaimed, “How appro. 
priate marriages and press conker 
ences are both events where 

stand wp and make prcstic m 
Nave no intention of keeping ane tre 
about their past 


Mert in power have fo hearme ax ted 
Jokes but also occassomatly take there out 
the chin #0 Slow aimed at a 
FISAsupre st wre necer ask 


Bernie Ecclestone the time? Becasese the 
big hand will be on the tueloe and the 
little hanat will be im yous 
press mar who told this 


requires his medio pas. 


With next year’s deiver lineep 
pretty much settled by the time te 
circus got bo jeres, te « 


the door om the teas bus was opening, 
and closing more often than the e2 
trance toa Meeacan brothel os “Lads 
Night”. No doubt trying t escape 
from a vebiche Btteved wath drwers, 
Alien leters of intent, ——, 
languages, out on video, 
canst. and hansocks ted “Hoe 
to build your own Ferrari 
Sheridan Thynne, she team's Mar 

Darectve finally ewaped tre 
the bus, shumped into 2 chair and 
anenunced to nobody in particular 
190) fs turning out tobe a very kong 
day” 


He was persmadal on te 
i sochant a fst eored feo goals. 
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MERCEDES-BENZ 
12 MEXICO -Burgnay/Tan 1298 2208 CORW - Blsck/Bve 
1987 MSTRAL-Cracpega’Tan {960 2eos.-iacian 
1957 005 Siva Back 
JAGUAR 1857 SO0SL. Needs Restoaton 
1958 GULLWING- Wnta/lue 
1855 GULLWING: Bach Black 
195 GULLWING - Whie/Red 
1955 GULLWING- Rea’Tan 
1855 GULLWING  SiverRed 
pee 4956 90SL, HAROTOP- Wnte/Green 
mnolisnove 1968 6500 SW BurgundyTan 
1957 CORMICHE lac/Tan 1800 SOSL', NEW = Chatce 


RACE CARS 
198) THEOOORE (iP) x TAMBAY- Re 
1988 MARCH Ve CHEVY ILLMORE 

INDY Ex FITTIPALOL 
1988 MACH va CHEVY ILMOA 
1988 PORSCHE 962- asa 
197 FORD PROBE GTP 
1978 MAZDA RET GT2- Yolow 
1977 FERRAR! 30867, Fbergins Pe 


motHer 
1986 COBRA REPLICA -pea/Buck 
1987 AUSTIN HEALY -Rea/Orey 
1808 AUSTIN AMERICAN = iol Grey 
145 ALFA ROMEO GTC CABRIOLET - Buse 
1064 ALFA ROMEO 2500 ROADSTER Aes/Bick 
1964 ALEA ROMEO SPRINT- White/Red 
1958 PORSCHE 256 CABRIOLET - es 
1888 PORSCHE 356 COUPE wield 
196} CADILLAC CONVERTIBLE Bush 


ioe WOGT2 +2 hadTan 
er s00 GT 252 Red ack 


EXCALIBUR 
1967 ROADSTER - BrowTen 
905 ZMMER -BacU Buck 


1985 UNCOUN T/C STRETOHUMO - 
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